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Is My Horse Suitable To Ride To Hounds?
Submitted by the Toronto & North York Hunt

Despite what advertisements may tell you or what you think your 
horse may be able to handle, there is no way to predict whether 
a horse will succeed in the field, short of riding to hounds with 
him. So come on out and give it a try. You and your horse will 
have a blast!

Generally, a horse will reveal his aptitude quickly, but there will 
always be a few horses who start badly and go on to become stars 
of the field. It’s impossible to predict with certainty, but there are 
some things you can do to set your horse up for success.

If you are comfortable and confident on your existing horse, that’s 
a good start. If that comfort extends to riding out in the open on 
hacks and on country roads, that’s even better. If you trust your 
horse to behave on a group trail ride or hack with a large group, 
that’s a pretty good indicator that the horse will take to riding 
to hounds. In the field, you and your horse will be exposed to a 
group of dogs (we call them hounds), livestock, motor vehicles, 
and varied terrain. It’s exciting stuff! Taking a horse that has only 
done ring work and has never hacked and trying to ride him to 
hounds may not be the wisest choice. 

In the sport of riding to hounds, there is a distinct skill set that 
your horse should have or work toward having. Your horse should 

tolerate being in a group, and not kick at other horses or hounds. 
You must also be able to control your horse’s speed. He should 
stand while other horses go past, and be willing to stay behind 
while the field moves off. Riding to hounds is a learned sport and 
it takes time for horse and rider to become proficient. But don’t 
worry; members of Toronto & North York Hunt (TNYH) will be 
there to guide you as you learn the sport!

Guests and new members are welcome! There is always a non-
jumping group, which is known as “Hilltoppers.” Often there is 
also a group for people who would rather only walk or trot, known 
as the “Leisure Field.” Smart Western attire and tack is perfectly 
alright. Newbies are always paired with an experienced member. 
Rides are typically three hours in duration and are followed by 
a well-deserved hunt breakfast, during which members share 
laughter, camaraderie and stories from the day. The Toronto 
& North York Hunt rides every Wednesday and Saturday from 
mid-April to the end of May, and from mid-August to the end of 
November. 

For more information, visit www.TNYH.Horse, follow the TNYH 
on Facebook (www.facebook.com/tnyhunt), email info@TNYH.
Horse, or call/text at 416-998-6078. See you soon!. ✿

Members of the Toronto & North York Hunt enjoy a perfect day riding to hounds.  Guests and new members are always welcome.
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Tri-County Carriage Association Introduces New Division For Disabled Drivers
Submitted by Jean McLean, Tri-County Carriage Association 

This year, Tri-County Carriage Association is introducing a 
new division for drivers who must drive with some form of 
accommodation, an initiative designed to offer specific classes 
for drivers with a disability. 

The first show will take place on June 20 in Caledonia, ON. and 
the second show on Sept. 13 in Paris, ON. For entry into this 
division, competitors are required to provide a list of their specific 
disabilities and requirements for accommodations. This will give 
the show management and judge the opportunity to thoroughly 
review the list in order to design modifications and assistance as 
required.  

With this knowledge, the attending judge will be familiar with the 
needs of drivers with disabilities and apply the accommodations 
required to be fair in assessments. Each turnout is required to 
bring a groom to assist them at the show and additional volunteers 
will be made available if requested. Competitors, including those 

in the new division, will be eligible for the TCCA year-end high 
point trophy award, providing the turnout attends both shows.

A designated parking area for disabled competitors will be 
established and managed by a volunteer to ensure easy access 
to the show grounds and facilities. Assistance for parking will 
be available. The registration area, water, food and washrooms 
are accessible and a quality sound system is in place to facilitate 
communication with all participants.

The board and members of TCCA are receptive to the needs of 
competitors of all levels and ages. Please contact the association 
with questions, concerns and suggestions to assist in offering 
shows that result in positive experiences. 

The members of TCCA look forward to this new show division, 
giving first-time opportunities for those requiring accommodations 
and allowing growth for TCCA. ✿
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Research Update Spring 2015

Equine Guelph
helping horses for life

Equine Guelph is launching
several new tools and resources in
2015 for savvy horse owners who
want to give the ultimate in care
to their animals. The Horse
Health Tracker App allows you to
track vital health data in real-time
on your smart-phone or tablet for
one horse or the whole herd!  

Another tool will be available
through Equine Guelph’s monthly
e-communications program – the
Code Decoder.  This tool will
deliver key points and explore
important topics from the
National Code of Practice for the
Care and Handling of Equines.
Finally, Equine Guelph and Greenhawk are
pleased to offer the Equine Guelph First
Aid Kit to you and your horse! 

Get the App
The Horse Health Tracker App is a must-
have management tool for you to become
the leading advocate for your horse’s
health. Assess your horse’s vital health

data, body condition score and body
weight with a few simple clicks and easily
share this information with your
veterinarian.  Upgrades allow you to track
data such as heart rate, temperature and
respiration for up to 50 horses!
Instructional videos are also included in
the upgrade. Appointment reminders sync
with your smart phone calendar making it

easy to stay on top of your horse’s
health care regime.  The App is
available for download at Google
Play and is coming soon to the
App Store.  

Code Decoder Tool
Over the past two years, Equine
Guelph has chosen a specific
topic for its annual communica-
tions program. In 2013, the “Year
of Colic Prevention” was well-
received.  This was followed in
2014 with the “Full-Circle-
Responsibility” welfare initiative
promoting raising the standards

INSIDE Volume 12
Campbell Centre and Equine Guelph Unite..................2
Capsule Endoscopic Technology ................................3
Infection Control in Canada’s Horse Industry...............4
Biosecurity - Spread the word not the germs .............4
Emerging Diseases in the Equine Industry..................5
Early Embryonic Loss ..............................................6
Footing Affects How Horses Move..............................6
Whip Use in Quarter Horse Racing.............................7
EquiMania! Celebrates 10 Years at Can-Am!................7

At Equine Guelph, we are always
looking for ways to forge ahead and
improve our offerings to you, and we
have succeeded again in this issue.
The popular research content from
the Fall issue has been moved into
one annual Spring issue.  

We look forward to presenting
practical research-based evidence on
important issues of healthcare and
the welfare of your equine charges in
new ways to increase distribution
and benefit a larger number of horse
owners and horses.  This will include
electronic distribution and social
media. The wider our audience, the
more we help improve the health and
welfare of horses - and that is
rewarding.

Dr. Jeff Thomason, Co-Chair 
Equine Guelph Research Committee

Full-Circle-Responsibility Crusade
Widens the Circle in 2015
Awesome App and tools help owners give the best possible care to their horses
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