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President’s Message

Welcome to the 2015 edition of HARK!

Our annual Yearbook recognizes and 
thanks the commitment of our members, 
friends, and those who support us in 
promoting a sporting lifestyle immersed in 
tradition.

Toronto and North York Hunt has been in 
existence since 1843, with our members 
and guests continuing the tradition of 
riding to hounds.

We meet on Wednesdays and Saturdays 
in spring, late summer and fall, and our 
hunts cover some of the most beautiful 
parts of Dufferin, Grey and Bruce counties, 
the heart of the Niagara Escarpment.

We are able to ride over this beautiful 
land due to the generous support of our 
Landowners and we are extraordinarily 
grateful for their support, without which 
hunting would not exist.

John Harrison our Huntsman provides 
us with wonderful sport, and his partner 
Rosslyn Balding has done a great job 
whipping-in for the club. He is also 
now concentrating on breeding hounds 
specifically to suit our country.

On June 18th 2016, Toronto and North 
York Hunt will host the Canadian 
Foxhound Show. The hound show 
includes lunch and afternoon tea. The 
show draws packs from Canada and the 
United States and we encourage you to 
attend.

The past year was another fantastic year of 
hunting, sport and entertainment, enjoyed 
with great horses, the best hounds and 
better friends.

The hunt club takes pride in introducing 
hunting to all riders through invitational 
Hunts, hound shows, gourmet hacks, and 
team riding events. We also encourage 
you to join us at our Hunt Ball and our 
Children’s Christmas Party.

Thank you again for your most generous 
support.

Tally-ho!

Michael Byrne, President
Toronto and North York Hunt
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Editor’s Note As I sat down at my iMac and created a new folder: HARK! 
2015, an  empty fi le looked back me…. but as it grew, this issue 

ultimately evolved to cover a wide variety of topics, representing 
different facets of our community and our sport of fox hunting, 
including winning the coveted Grand Championship at the Canadian 
Hound Show with the aptly named Cleopatra – who must now surely 
be called the Queen of the Kennels. From travel reports in a visit 
to the Royal Mews (or Muse as the author writes), to a profi le on 
TNYH’s longest foxhunting family, father & daughter, to our social 
events, and to Greg Hoit’s road trip with two horses – 3026 miles, 
we hope to entertain and share information in these pages of HARK! 

Always charming, ‘Puppy Walking’ explains how foxhound 
puppies are nurtured, and, in John Harrison’s Huntsman Report, he 
describes his winter, including Aiken & Virginia, keeping hounds 
fi t and ready to hunt and show in the spring – capped by Cleopatra’s 
win in late May!

As well as a tribute to a long time foxhunting horse Max who graduated 
to a new and successful career as a therapeutic riding horse, three 
“Unforeseen Hunters” are profi led. Second careers are also found 
for Thoroughbreds who no longer race (OTTB’s), and Andrea writes 
about her horse “Creemore” whom she adopted through Long Run. 
Having an OTTB (Off the Track Thoroughbred) myself, I appreciate 
and endorse her positive experience.

However, this magazine would not come to life without the support 
of the advertisers, to whom we are most grateful. On our HARK! 
team were Carolyn Scime who has been heroic (maybe ruthless???!) 
in organizing the advertising; Andy Bite who with great wit never 
loses sight of the big picture; the wonderfully supportive Lisa at KKP 
Design Print and More; and all those who so generously share their 
many photos!

Thank you all, for making this fun, and important.

Denya 

Carolyn Scime & “Sky” and Denya Massey & “Foster”
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Having completed our fi rst 
season, it has gone pretty 

much as expected with regard to 
learning new country, getting to 
know how the hounds hunt and 
letting them settle.

Opening new country was and still is a 
priority as was mentioned in last year’s 
Huntsman’s report.

One new fi xture has been developed 
near Feversham with some great new 
farmer hosts. A couple more existing 
fi xtures have been expanded enabling 
members to ride across land they 
haven’t before, or at least not for a 
long time. Much work is constantly in 
progress and ground work is already in 
place for the opening up of additional 
fi xtures for the fall.

This is no mean feat as there are 
so many landowners that need to 
be approached in order for a single 
morning’s hunting to take place. Many 
have little idea about foxhunting and 
many are understandably concerned 
about their crops, livestock, and privacy. 
On the whole, most landowners have 
been pleasant and welcoming when 

approached in a considerate and 
courteous manner. It’s always good to 
be reminded that without them there 
would be no hunting!

Ros Balding and I had very little 
awareness before coming to Canada 
of just how many small parcels of 
land, separately owned, all requiring 
permission, are hunted across in a 
single day’s hunting in this country. 
It requires a lot of effort for not just 
getting permission but also learning 
how to cross particular tracts of 
land. It has given me a whole new 
appreciation for how fortunate 
huntsmen in England are with vast 
tracks of land being owned by a single 
landowner and the huge network of 
public bridleways and public access 
land!

On a more personal note, both James 
and Laura Balding have both settled in 
well. They have made lots of friends 
at school and are both enjoying their 
hunting. They keep in touch with 
friends and family back in the UK by 
various social media sources! James 
is doing great whipping-in and is 
particularly useful with the GPS.

HORSES
We currently have 8 horses at the 
kennels. I hunt Dublin who has made 
the transition to Huntsman’s horse 
really well and seems to be really 
enjoying himself and Brady as back up. 
However, he is getting on now as he 
has been here since Emma and Mark 
Powell were here years ago! I acquired 

a lovely TB from our visit to Virginia 
from some extremely generous 
hunting people with the Bull Run Hunt 
and I just love him! Laura has been 
doing great with Ellie who is now a 
very well-travelled hunting pony who 
has never missed a day and has hunted 
with 5 different packs in three different 

Huntsman Report 2015
by John Harrison, Huntsman, Toronto and North York Hunt

Photo by Denya
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states and in Canada! James has been 
lucky enough to have been lent some 
great horses and his current partner 
has come from whipping-in at the 
Eglinton Caledon Hunt. He is a super 
popular and experienced Appaloosa 
cross who is enjoying whipping-in 
again and teaching James how it’s 
done! He came with a stable mate who 
is an unbroken pony mule who is a 
real character and keeps everyone in 
their place! Bumble currently doesn’t 
have a job so if anyone has any ideas of 
what to do with an 11 hand mule that 
would be great! The remaining two 
horses are projects for the summer. 
They are OTTBs and are just settling 
in here with hopefully the prospect of 
new careers ahead of them! Both had 
their fi rst outing at the Dufferin Forest 
hack.

Does anyone notice the old horse 
quietly grazing at Noble farm as they 
hack or drive by the kennels? Well, 
that is Monty, or Monticello to give 
him his full title; I brought him home 
to Canada from Whiskey Road in 
1996, likely a 5 year old then, and he 
was an outstanding hunt servant for 
my whip Paul Jeremy and then after 
our time, Mark Powell. Monty still 
looks fantastic!

HUNT STAFF
Rosslyn Balding – Professional 
Whipper-In; my partner Ros is now 
familiar with the country and fi xtures 
and has done an admirable job with the 
horses and helping with the hounds.

Carl Feairs – Amateur Whipper-In; 
Janet and Carl joined the TNYH this 
year and have been welcome additions 
to the club.

Sarah Giles – Road Whip; Sarah used 
to work with me when I was huntsman 

here in the 1990’s, and road whips for 
us now when her work allows. She 
also kindly lends me her horse when I 
needed an extra horse.

Rodney Barton – Road Whip; 
Rodney and Lesley hunt with us and 
Rodney road whips on a Saturday.

Both Janet and Lesley have 
whipping-in experience and have 
kindly helped out when needed.

Editor’s note: Road whip is a term used 
to describe an individual in a vehicle who 
assists the huntsman in the same manner as 
a whipper-in who rides a horse. A road whip 
will have a radio, and keeps the huntsman 
informed about areas that out of his or her 
sight, including watching the roads for game 
or hounds, tracking and collecting hounds. 

HOUNDS:
We have 23 1/2 couple hunting 
hounds in the kennels.

We are very pleased with fi rst round 
of breeding during my fi rst year as 
Huntsman.

4 litters have been bred and 
members and friends of the hunt 
volunteer to ‘walk puppies’ to teach 
them their names and manners, 
and allow them to grow up before 
being introduced to the adult pack.

OVER THE WINTER
Since December of 1995, TNYH has 
graciously made it possible for the 
huntsmen to take the hounds and 
horses south to Aiken yearly. The 
winter in Aiken was again a success, 
with plenty of hunting and sharing of 
hounds and country. 

We headed south to Aiken soon after 
Christmas. Charles Montgomery, 
with whom the fi rst Aiken trip was 
organized in 1995, is now Huntsman 
at Bull Run in Virginia and we were 
invited to spend some time with him 
and family on the way down this 
year, and we did, enjoying 3 days of 
Virginian grass and foxes.

During the stay in Aiken we enjoyed 
a few days in the Whiskey Road 
country, and the huntsman Joseph 
Hardiman is a friend, and we had some 
great hunts. We enjoyed a couple of 
days in Georgia with Tony Leahy and 
his Fox River Valley hounds, and Epp 
Wilson at Belle Meade who made us 
all feel incredibly welcome. I even got 
to judge a hound performance trial at 
Belle Meade which was an experience!

Photo by Cat

Photo by Cat
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VIRGINIA, WINTER 2015:
The last week in March is called March 
Madness at the Bull Run in Virginia. 
Ros and I had been asked to call in 
on our journey home to take part, an 
offer we gladly accepted. We rented 
a farm house for the week of non-
stop hunting. It had a stable so Ros 
could have the horses close to the 
kennels which was just a mile down 
the road. The fi rst meet of the six 
meets that were planned for the week 
was scheduled for our place, Cedar 
Mountain Farm. Charles was to hunt 
his hounds fi rst, then I would hunt the 
TNYH hounds on alternate days until 
the closing meet on Saturday. March 
Madness is right!!

No one could possibly have forecast 
what transpired next, but ten minutes 
after moving off, the Bull Run hounds 
opened on a fox and as Charles was 
galloping down a narrow trail to get 
with his hounds he suffered a terrible 
fall which left him with very serious 
head injuries. (Not to worry – he 
recovered well and quite quickly!)

The hounds were running hard and 
the Masters asked if I would go with 
them. Ros, who was on foot, hopped 
on Charles wife’s horse to whip in to 
me, whilst Charles’ wife accompanied 
him to hospital. Charles was in good 
hands at this point so I remounted 
and, guided by stalwart members, we 
eventually got to hounds at a check 
and the decision was made to hunt on 
until the end of day.

This is a very important 
hunting week for the Bull 
Run in many ways and I 
was hugely honored when 
the Masters asked if Ros 
and I would hunt both 
packs for the rest of the 
week. Now, we like our 
hunting but at the end of 
the 6th day of very busy 
hunting in one week, we 
were ready for a day off 
and ready to head home!! 

Next on the agenda was 
spring hunting and then 
the Canadian Hound 

Show in Ottawa where once again our 
hounds did us proud. We are keeping 
busy this summer with hound work, 
riding to get horses fi t again, and 
looking forward to a great fall hunting 
season.

Editor’s note: See article on “Canadian Hound 
Show” as John Harrison and his hounds did 
Toronto and North York Hunt VERY proud!

HUNTSMAN REPORT 2015, Continued...

Photo by Cat
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Michael Belcourt, ex-MFH
By Andy Bite, MFH

In December 2014, after 
nearly ten years as Master 

of Foxhounds of the Toronto 
and North York Hunt, Michael 
Belcourt relinquished his 
duties to allow more time for 
family and travel. Luckily, 
despite his extensive travel 
schedule, he remains a 
committed riding member of 
TNYH, having just recently 
purchased a new hunt horse. 
He also continues as a Director 
of TNYH, a position for which 
he is well qualifi ed as he was 
President of TNYH until he 
became Master of Foxhounds 
in 2005.

Michael’s equestrian career 
began with his friend Wolf von 
Teichman at the Sunnybrook Riding 
School in Toronto. The two would 
arrive in dashing sports cars, keenly 
anticipating steeds at the ready and 
a dashingly good hour long lesson. 
Instead, they were handed brushes 
and hoof picks and had to groom 
and tack their horses. This took some 
time and was most unsatisfactory. The 

lesson on horseback was, by now, only 
a few minutes at a walk in the arena. 
Then, they were told to untack and 
groom the horse again, and to pay 
sixty dollars for their hour of riding. 

Reliable sources indicate that both 
Michael and Wolf were summarily 
banned from Sunnybrook Stables 
when they decided to take off for an 
unescorted ride through the park with 
the school horses!

Luckily, this short-lived experience 
did not discourage Michael from 
equestrian activities and he moved on, 
hired a trainer, built a beautiful barn 
and arena with a glorious tack room 
at Windermere, and took up riding 
and then foxhunting with enormous 
enthusiasm and success.

In the hunt fi eld, aside from being 
always beautifully turned out, Michael 
reliably has a fl ask with some fantastic 
and delicious concoction in it. He 
changes these mixtures regularly, and 
those around him delight in debating 
which was really “the best” fl ask 
mixture. 

Michael and Monica are always hosts 
“par excellence”. Their hunt breakfasts 
are legendary and bountiful, and 
on warm days when served outside 
on the patio, the views of Georgian 
Bay are spectacular. Monica even 
provides sun hats for the ladies on 
sunny days. However not all days are 
sunny and I recall such a day when 
Michael’s passion for foxhunting was 

demonstrated. A relatively small 
group of dedicated foxhunters 
arrived at the Windermere fi xture 
in a downpour. We convened in 
the Michael’s stable and Michael, 
ever optimistically, insisted that 
the weather was going to clear 
so off we went. Some two hours 
later we returned, soaked to 
the bone, covered in mud and 
looking like drowned rats. The 
only consolation was that a 
hearty breakfast and lots of spirits 
awaited us in the warm confi nes 
of the Windermere house.

As Clifford Sifton, MFH stated in the 
TNYH booklet published in the 1950’s: 
“By tradition, fox hunting is carried on for 
sport and recreation and is in the nature 
of a community interest. Of necessity, the 
conduct of the Sport must be organized by 
a few enthusiasts who devote a great deal 
of time, effort and money to the conduct 
of their favourite Sport and follow the 
hounds on horseback.” Michael Belcourt 
unequivocally qualifi es as an organizer 
and fox hunting enthusiast and has 
generously donated his time, effort, 
and money to the Toronto and North 
York Hunt and we thank him for his 
many years of service as a Master of 
Foxhounds and wish him many more 
years of following the hounds on 
horseback.

“Rain or Shine”!

The Sunnybrook Co-conspirators

Michael with Ron & Barb Besse

Photo by Denya
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Horses! 
I can’t escape them. 

In the centre of London, the world’s 
most cultured city, we found a stable, 

complete with living, breathing horses.

This spring we rented a snappy townhouse on 
Gibson Square, a charming neighbourhood, 
full of restaurants and smart shops. The house 
was lovely, had a private garden and a guest 
bedroom.

Things got better! Master Andy and his wife 
Karen were passing through London and 
could stay with us.

I imagined all the fun stuff we could do 
together. Great friends, together in a great city. 
However, in my enthusiasm, I overlooked the 
fact that I was going to be outnumbered by 
horse people, 3-1.

While I was making lists of markets 
and galleries, my housemates were 
tracking down the local horse 
population. It didn’t take long to fi nd 
some. They began their search at the 
top rung of London horse owners, and 
needed to look no further than the 
Queen. In a corner of the Buckingham 

Palace Gardens, She keeps a working 
stable called the Royal Mews.

Cancel that lunch at a Michelin-starred 
resto, there’s a whiff of hay in the air!

We booked our entry passes on-line 
and found the Mews just around the 
corner from the principal facade and 
forecourt of the Palace itself.

We presented ourselves and were 
quickly kitted out with audio guides 
and a handful of brochures. We 
entered the Mews and there before us 
was a horse in a nice stall, with straw 
and everything………just like home.

There was much more to come!

The Mews is home to the horses used 
by the Royal Family to draw carriages 
on State occasions.

For all kinds of modern reasons the 
Queen prefers to get around town in 
one of the Bentley State Limousines. 
The Royal Carriages have fi xed 
windows, no air conditioning and 

an ancient suspension that promises 
a very bumpy ride. However the 
adoring public demands that on high 
occasions, the Royals are seen in 
elaborate coaches, landaus, barouches 
and phaetons.

All of these carriages are on display 
at the Mews and their history is well 
documented.

The most dazzling is the Gold State 
Coach, built for George III in 1762. It 
weighs 9,960 pounds and requires 8 
horses to pull it. It has carried every 
Monarch to their Coronation since 
1821. Imagine bouncing over the 
cobblestones while wearing a crown 
that weighed 7 pounds. Queen Victoria 
was a bit of a stay-at-home, because 
she didn’t like her ride.

As readers of HARK! are well aware, 
you can’t just hitch up a few horses on 
the rare occasion that a coach is going 
on parade and expect it all to work. 
That is why the Mews is an active 
stable.

A Dispatch From The Royal Muse
by Mister Andy ~ photos by Denya
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Today, there are about 30 horses on-
site, all Cleveland Bays or Windsor 
Greys. The latter are not a particular 
breed, but is any grey blessed with 
the right good looks and proper 
temperament to be selected for duty. 
They are saddle trained before they are 
carriage trained and should you ever 
be straggling through St Jame’s Park at 
fi ve in the morning (it happens), you 
will likely come upon Greys getting an 
early hack in downtown London. They 
are all exercised and put to work daily, 
some drawing the carriages used for 
daily messenger rounds.

This keeps everyone at the top of 
their game, should a Royal Wedding 
suddenly be announced. The horses 
are also engaged in competitive and 
recreational driving.

During Queen Victoria’s reign, there 
was also one cow. VR had a penchant 
for cows and had a large collection of 
cow paintings. Her favourite bovine 
portrait artist was Thomas “Cow” 
Cooper, whose works hang in the 
Victoria & Albert Museum. We must 
assume that the Royal Mews’ cow was 
a stunner.

It should also be noted that the word 

“mews” is not horsey at all, but is a 
falconry term that refers to the time 
of year when birds moult or shed 
their feathers. During this period, to 
contain the mess, the Royal Hunting 
Hawks were put in the stables, which 
eventually got dubbed the Mews.

The Royal Mews was designed in 
1822 by a fashionable architect named 

John Nash who, at the time, 
was doing a big reno at 
Buckingham House which 
had recently been purchased 
by the Royal Family, and 
needed some palatial 
upgrades. The Royal Mews 
were part of the deal. Nash’s 
other works included Marble 
Arch, the Royal Haymarket 
Theatre, Regent Street 
(named after George IV, the 
Prince Regent, who was his 
best client) and the Brighton 
Pavilion.

We toured the Mews at our 
own pace. The horse people 
drooled over the livestock and 
the stables, while I drifted off 
to inspect the State Carriages.

It took them about an hour to 
see everything. I was reduced 
to counting the number of 
cherubs on the Gold Coach 
when my horsey friends 
announced that it was time 

for tea at Fortnum & Mason. 

They had to drag me away!

The Mews is open most days from February 
to November and admission is 9£ (GBP).
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Fox hunting in Ireland has been 
on my bucket list for some time 

now. As I was closing in on my third 
straight year without a holiday, I 
decided it was time to take the leap. 
With a quick phone call to an Irish 
foxhunting friend in the know, I 
was given introductions to the right 
people in Ireland, and before I knew 
it, my fl ight, hotel, and hunting days 
were booked! No turning back now! 

The Irish hunting season runs 
from November to March, and my 
friend recommended that I go at the 
beginning of their season, as the 
hunting is ‘quite mild’ at that time 
– ‘a good introduction’- he said.  In 
hindsight I probably should have 
asked him to defi ne “quite mild”. I 
now know that our interpretations of 
the term are very different!!

When I arrived at my hotel in County 
Limerick, Ireland, I soon realized I had 
been pointed in the right direction 
by my friend. Louis Murphy of the 
Dunraven Arms Hotel in Adare is 
a hunting enthusiast himself and 
had my entire hunting experience 
organized. The fi rst day I was at the 
Dunraven Arms, I met people from 
Switzerland who were staying at the 
hotel and had come to hunt as well. 
Louis suggested I go to watch them 
on foot that day, and kindly offered 
to drive me to the meet himself.  We 
arrived at a pub (obviously) where 
they were serving some sort of warm 
concoction. We chatted for a little bit 
until the Swiss riders were called to get 
on their horses. One of the riders left 
his baseball cap with the bartender and 
rather stoically said “hang it up on the 
wall if I don’t come back” – oh dear, 
what had I gotten myself into?? As 
is turns out, they had a fabulous day 
with great stories as souvenirs. I was 
the tiniest bit jealous. 

When my day to hunt fi nally arrived, 
I was both apprehensive and excited. 
I made my way down to the main 
entrance of the hotel to fi nd Louis 
there with directions to my location in 

hand. I was to hunt with the famous 
Galway Blazers that day. Louis said 
my host and horse supplier would be 
William Leahy Jr. When I asked Louis 
how I would know who he was, he 
looked at me, smiled and said “Willie 
will fi nd you… you won’t fi nd him”…. 
gulp.

Well, sure enough, I pulled up to 
the meet (at another pub of course), 
walked around for all of 30 seconds, 
and I heard “are you here for a horse?” 
– this must be him. Before I knew it 
I was up and on and we were off. 
Hardly any time for butterfl ies! It was 
soon evident that I was on the ultimate 
hunting machine. Galway is stone 
wall country and that day we certainly 
jumped our fair share of them. To my 
great embarrassment I fell off once 
when the super horse made a huge 
jumping effort at a rather large stone 
wall and then, on landing, deaked 
right to avoid a large white pipe on 
the ground. I somersaulted off and my 
horse, without hesitation, continued 
on with the pack. Did he realize he’d 
forgotten something?

By the time I had gotten up an 
Irishman came up behind me and 
offered me a “lift” on the back of his 
saddle - his horse was a 4 year old on 
his fi rst hunt! I respectfully declined. 
Fortuitously, I saw in the distance my 
faithful steed being ponied back to 
me, and William cantering over from 
another direction asking “you can’t 
get back on, right?” Gosh, was it that 
obvious?? “No”, I answered honestly. 
He jumped off, gave me a leg up and 
before I could ask how he would get 
on, he vaulted, yes, actually vaulted, 
from the ground and was right back 
where he started. 

Once I had that fi rst, probably 
necessary, fall out of the way, I relaxed 
and had the most amazing day, 
experiencing every possible scenario 
I had heard about hunting in Ireland. 
Jump out onto a paved road – check. 
Gallop on a paved road – check. Jump 
wire - check. Go through quicksand 
like mud up to your knees – check. Fall 

off on your fi rst hunt and live to tell 
the tale – check. I have never had so 
much fun in my life. 

The next day I was in drain and bank 
country. If you don’t know what an 
Irish drain is – google it…. this was not 
my favorite type of country - I fell off 
twice so I guess I am more of a stone 
wall girl!

The third day we were back out to 
Galway. To my great excitement, 
William had brought “my horse” back 
and I had yet another fabulous day. 

Hunting in Ireland is not for the 
faint of heart but if you are up for a 
challenge there is truly nothing more 
exciting. The people are friendly and 
very helpful, the horses are incredible 
and the country is beautiful. I am 
already planning my return visit- I am 
hooked!

http://www.connemara-trails.com/foxhunting.html 

(William Leahy)

http://www.dunravenhotel.com/ 

(Louis Murphy)

A Foxhunting Adventure in Ireland
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No occasion is more anticipated 
than our annual hunt ball, with 

the possible exception of Opening 
Meet. Once again, Laurel Byrne, 
MFH, created a fabulous hunt ball 
for hunt members and guests. A 
lovely ballroom at the Best Western 
in Orangeville was the perfect setting 
for foxhunters and friends in their 
best fi nery, with sophisticated table 
decoration, elegant fl owers, gift bags, 
and candles refl ecting the sparkle of 
glassware. 

The room was fl anked on three sides 
with tables displaying wonderful 
items for silent and live auction. The 

remaining wall was set up for the 
divine Jerry Stiff Band – super dance 
music that had us all up and dancing! 

As with any successful event, it takes 
vision and a team to create such an 
elegant evening. Ron Adams and 
Glenn Jones donated stunning fl oral 
arrangements for each table. One of 
the auction items snapped up by Wolf 
von Teichman, was a lovely fox head 
painting by Melinda Brewer, whose 
art work was displayed on note cards 
as gifts for the tables. Laurel has found 
a gem of a caterer in Gourmandissimo, 
whose food and service was described 
as ‘awesome’ by everyone at our table!  
The silent auction was organized by 
Monika Wilkinson, with help from our 
two Gill/Jill’s – Gill von Teichman and 
Jill Gibson. The witty and experienced 
Brian O’Leary was the auctioneer, ably 
assisted by our ‘spotters’ during the 
live auction – Paddy Ann Burns and 
Lee Wells, who carried on a running 
challenge and whipped up bidding 
wars from each side of the room!   

We arrived to fi nd a handsome sign 
with our table names – each table was 
assigned the name of a famous hunt, 
and set above a gorgeous panorama 
taken by Cat Davey, who also took 
photos of the guests, against a beautiful 
paneled screen with a foxhunting 
scene.

With Laurel at the helm, the 2014 
Hunt Ball was a resounding success.

Toronto & North York Hunt Ball
by Denya Massey ~ photos by Cat
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Thinking about leaving the 
snow and cold behind for 

a few months or weeks? When 
the season ends for the winter at 
TNYH, the hunting is just getting 
really good down South, and 
Aiken is defi nitely a hot spot for 
hunting Canadians.

For many years now, Whiskey Road 
Foxhounds has considered ourselves 
the sister hunt to TNYH and with 
reason: your huntsmen – from Mark 
Powell and Antony Gaylard to John 
Harrison have all enjoyed hunting 
hounds in our country, and look 
forward to the difference in the land, 
if not the game.

Here in Aiken, we hunt coyotes, with 
the rare (and cherished) red or grey 
fox appearing on occasion. Several of 
our fi xtures have chicken houses in 
the country, which provide an ongoing 
buffet for coyotes, which means game 
abounds, and they like to stay within 
their territory – most of the time. Ask 
John about the fi ve or six hour day 
during Hunt Week this past season, 
when hounds ran and ran and ran…

Our country has amazing footing, no 

mud, no rocks, no frozen ground, and 
even the hills are gentle. We hunt 
many pine plantations, some cut over, 
others in tall, thick growth with forest 
roads cutting through for easy going. 
One of our southernmost fi xtures has 
live oaks draped with Spanish moss 

that always brings out the oohs and 
aaahs from our northern guests.

Whiskey Road has three fi elds. Our 
fi rst fl ight stays up with the huntsman, 
and jumps; second does not jump, 
and will cut corners, but moves right 
along, while our third fl ight is mostly 
walk/trot, but seems to collect the 
most views in the course of the year.

Hunt Week and 
Membership

The fi rst week of 
February is our annual 
Hunt Week. This year, 
we are shortening 
the dates, Wednesday 
through Sunday, but 
there is still lots of 
hunting to be done. 
Toronto and North 
York Hunt hounds 
traditionally hunt 
one day during Hunt 
Week.

We’ve found that folks who come 
for Hunt Week soon fi nd themselves 
wanting to come back and stay longer. 
Consequently, Whiskey Road offers a 
subscriber membership at a reduced 
rate for hunting January-March. It is 
defi nitely a bargain. 

What to Do

Non-hunting spouse?  The Aiken Golf 
course is semi-private and I’m told is 
an excellent course, and one of the 
oldest in the country. Check with your 
clubs for reciprocal arrangements with 
the Green Boundary Club and Fermata 
or Woodside country clubs. 

Stabling is easily arranged – we have 
a list of boarding options put together 
for Hunt Week visitors – and there are 
many hotels for any budget. Cottages 
or barn apartments are also available 
seasonally in the area. 

Restaurants are plentiful, there are 
concerts, plays, bike clubs, bridge 
clubs and all manner of activities. 
The Willcox Hotel is a hotspot for 
foxhunters every Tuesday evening, 
when horsefolk gather to gossip and 
enjoy live music and even dinner 
afterwards in the hotel dining room.

Charleston, Savannah and Hilton 
Head are all within a two-hour drive 
and popular tourist destinations.

The Hitchcock Woods

Hacking in the Hitchcock Woods is a 
horseman’s dream. Right in the town 
limits, the Woods offer hours of riding. 
And only riding, walking and driving 
allowed – no worries about meeting an 

Canadians in the Carolinas
by Cornelia Henderson, Secretary, Whiskey Road Hounds

Photo by Denya

The Willcox Hotel

Sue Murdoch & Philip Schawb

Photo by Cat
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People from all parts of North 
America have been drawn by 

friends, magazine articles, or just 
plain curiosity to this charming 
and interesting town in South 
Carolina. Aiken is centrally 
located about thirty minutes 
from Augusta, Georgia, home 
of the illustrious Masters golf 
tournament, a few hours from 
the east coast, and the historically 
important and fascinating cities 
of Charleston, Savannah, and 
Atlanta.

Since its ‘discovery’ in the 1930’s, 
Aiken is a town which has 
welcomed race horses, polo ponies, 
show jumpers, eventers, carriage 
horses, and western cutting and 
reining horses. As a result, the 
town, its activities and social life 
are focused on horses and the 
lifestyle surrounding them. From 
daytime equestrian activities, to 

evening parties, interesting people 
from many parts of the world share 
stories, and activities, and many life-
long friendships begin.

One of the greatest attributes of 
Aiken is the weather. In the winter, 
the climate is a perfect escape from 
northern snow and ice, without 
the heat and humidity of more 
southern equestrian destinations. 
Cool nights are the norm, with 
temperatures slowly rising by late 
morning to allow the shedding of 
jackets. By March, temperatures are 
more temperate and spring arrives. 
Azaleas and fl owering vines bloom 
in time for the Masters in early April. 
By May, when many of us must head 
home, it begins to be really warm 
and the summer, I’m told, is truly 
hot and humid, and not as conducive 
to outdoor activities, unless they are 
done early in the morning. A perfect 
winter destination it certainly is!     

Perhaps Aiken’s most amazing 

asset is the Hitchcock Woods, with 
more than two thousand acres of 
beautifully maintained woods and 
trails for walking, riding, and driving. 
It is the most peaceful and wonderful 
experience to spend time riding in 
the Woods with friends, enjoying the 
fabulous sandy trails, and the varied 
topography.   

For those who are foxhunters, there 
are several hunts in and around 
Aiken, and others within an hour 
of town, so there is an almost 
daily opportunity to hunt. As well, 
there are many eventing and show 
jumping opportunities.     

Aiken is a town for horse people. 
Many people come to visit, and 
return as homeowners, totally 
committed to the best in equestrian 
lifestyle. Both residents and visitors 
can be thoroughly entertained, and 
foxhunting can be arranged for 
visitors who won’t have horses with 
them. 

Aiken is “Horse Heaven”
by Gill von Teichman

Canadians in the Carolinas
continued...

ATV on a blind curve!

Access to the Woods is at 
the end of South Boundary. 
You can park by Banksia 
Museum or off Dibble Road, 
where there is ample parking 
for many trailers. There are 
several areas within the 
Woods with schooling jumps 
– logs and coops – as well as 
the legendary Aiken fences 
scattered throughout the 
2,000 acres of pine forest.

Aiken Hounds hunts in the 
Woods on Saturday and 
Tuesday, so if you’re up for a 
fast drag, this is it!

What can we say? Come on down and see for yourselves 
why so many foxhunting Canadians call Aiken their winter 
destination. We’ll greet you with open arms, good hunting 
perfect winter weather… and your own pack of hounds!

Start Packing!

For more information visit www.whiskeyroadfoxhounds.com

Latham C. Burns,    
a dear friend to 

many members and a 
wonderful supporter 
of TNYH, passed away 
on May 12, at 84 years 
old.

One fond memory we 
have: Latham was always 
good fun showing up at 
Breakfasts with his dog 
Hennessy in one hand 
and a martini in the other.

Apart from his very 
generous fi nancial support 
to the hunt, he was a great sport. On one occasion when 
the men were sure to be defeated by the ladies in a 
challenge regarding the number of mounted riders at a 
particular hunt, Latham came to the rescue dressed in 
his Uncle Charlie’s 100 year old jodhpurs mounted on a 
pony and won the day for the men!

Lathan Burns
by Michael & Laurel Byrne

photo courtesy of Paddy Ann Burns
photo courtesy of The Aiken Horse
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Where solutions come to light 
1755 Pickering Parkway, Pickering, Ontario, L1V 6K5

Tel: 905-427-5330
www.livinglightingpickering.com

Pickering
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How does one come to make such 
ambitious plans? Innocently 

enough, a business trip to Toronto 
was approved and, although I had 
been a foxhunter for only 5 years, I 
was determined to hunt with as many 
hunts as I could before age forced me 
to scale back.

So I called Carolyn Lane of Toronto & 
North York Hunt and Carmen Cotter 
of Eglinton Caledon Hunt who were 
very helpful. However, on one date, 
ECH was having a joint meet that day 
and doesn’t allow cappers for those, 
but Carolyn found a horse to borrow, 
from Polly Winsor! I arrived at their 
barn, dressed to hunt. We were about 
to load, when Carolyn received word 
the hunt was cancelled because of 
snowy roads. Before I left, Carolyn and 
Polly said that I must come back. 

So I went home and immediately began 
thinking, “how can I get to Toronto, 
WITH my own horse this time, so I 
don’t have to impose on anyone for a 
mount?” So the thought was to plan a 
way to Toronto where I hunt along the 
way. And if I am going to hunt my way 
to Toronto, who are the hunts on my 
bucket list if you will. TNYH and ECH 
were the goal, but a good friend is the 
son of one of the Masters of Montreal 
Hunt, so – if I’m going to Canada, have 
to do all three! The rest fell into place 
over the months of calls and emails. 

So thus began my quest, a year of 
planning and logistics for sure. With 
travelling every other day, and hunting 
on the other days, I concluded I needed 
to bring both of my horses, alternating 
them, with enough feed for 16 days. 
I couldn’t count on being able to do 
laundry with the schedule, so I needed 
enough clothes, hunt coats, shirts, ties, 
etc, AND saddle pads, for all 9 events 
(8 hunts and 1 race/fun day).  Oh, and 
my tuxedo and all its accoutrements 
that needed to be packed as well! The 
fi nal challenge was getting it all into 

my Suburban and 2-horse bumper 
pull trailer – including my wife Sue 
and me! We pulled out of Wake Forest, 
NC, the morning of the 8th, with daily 
“reports” as written along the way, on 
this epic trip-of-a-lifetime in October 
of 2014.

Editor’s note: Greg travelled to a number of 
hunts before he reached Canada; and others on 
his trip home!

Wednesday, Day #1
Sedgefi eld Hunt, Virginia

Thursday, Day #2
Up early to head north to hunt with 
Piedmont Fox Hounds

Friday, Saturday, and Sunday - 
Days #3, 4 & 5
Arrived at Essex Hounds on Friday; 
Master’s Chase (race) Fun Day, 
Saturday; and a beautiful day Sunday.

Monday Day #6
Golden’s Bridge, Millbrook, NY

Tuesday Day #7 
Quebec and Montreal Hunt, which 
I believe is the oldest active hunt 
in North America, celebrating their 
200th anniversary in 2026. Staying 
at a beautiful B&B in Cowansville, 
Quebec, called Le Clos Dauphinais. 
which is outstanding. The food was a 
feast for the eyes fi rst, then the palate. 

Wednesday Day #8
Another rainy night, becoming a 
mostly overcast day, with temps in the 
70’s and high humidity. The area we 
hunted was absolutely gorgeous. Hunt 
members made me feel very welcome, 
and the landowners/members had a 
full breakfast inside their wonderful 
home for several hours.
The hunt was basically a blank day, 
though due to the small fi eld we could 
stay up with Antony and watch the 
hounds work diligently. No complaints 
from me, it was one of the prettiest 
places to ride that I’ve ever seen. The 
trails were a bit slippery from the rain 
and leaves on the ground so a bit 
slippery for galloping anyway!

A Foxhunter Chronicle
3,026 miles!!  15 days, 7 hunts and one fun race day. 

And a thousand wonderful new friends!
by Greg Hoit, Red Mountain Hounds, North Carolina ~ photo by Cat

Greg Hoit, far right , with TNYH



TORONTO AND NORTH YORK HUNT | 201522

The Master presented me with a hunt 
baseball cap at the breakfast! I LOVE 
having ball caps from other hunts, so it 
was a perfect gift for me. 

Thursday Day #9

Drove from Cowansville to Toronto, 
which took most of the day. The scenery 
was SPECTACULAR.  Fall colors in full 
glory everywhere.  The fi rst couple of 
hours reminded me of central Ohio – 
fl at land in all directions as far as you 
can see, farms and farmland, divided 
by the occasional stand of colorful 
trees.  The rest of the trip was more 
in a foothills area and mostly wooded, 
again in full color. 

Staying with a very nice family on a 
horse farm in far northwest Toronto 
area, who are taking very good care 
of Lee, Sadie and me, and I will hunt 
with them on Saturday. 

Friday Day #10

I went in to IBM to visit with teammates 
whom I had not yet met in person. 
Also to get access to the internet. Been 
a little internet constrained on this 
trip! 

Friday night, I attended the Toronto & 
North York Hunt Ball, which was great 
fun with a friendly crowd; enjoyed the 
dinner, live auction, silent auction, and 

super band. Bid on silent auction items 
and won a hunt-decorated serving 
platter. Met Masters from both TNYH 
and the neighboring Eglinton Caledon 
Hunt. Had a wonderful time. 

Saturday Day #11

Rained overnight and drizzled all day, 
at about 39F, with some wind. Pretty 
cold/wet riding for hunting. VERY glad 
I had a raincoat, it kept me very dry 
except my hands. Sadie was excellent 
with the one good long chase we had, 
and that helped warm us up! Stayed 
out with the fi rst fl ight hardies, and 
helped bring in the hounds after about 
4 hours. The hosting landowner/
members have a wonderful “party 
barn” on their farm – the upstairs is a 
huge room just for entertaining - and 
entertain they did:  wonderful full, 
catered meal.  Tons of food and drink, 
all excellent. Warmed up inside and 
out!

After returning to the Cotter’s farm, 
cleaned up and took them out for 
dinner to say “thanks” for hosting 
Lee,. Everyone here has been just 
tremendously nice. 

Sunday Day #12

Hunted with TNYH from their kennels 
compound. BEAUTIFUL day and 
GORGEOUS scenery. (picture below) 
Fall colors in full glory. Views from up 

on the hillsides, could see probably for 
40 to 50 miles. 

At the announcements, Jt-Master 
Michael Belcourt made nice mention 
of my visit and expedition and Jt-
Master Laurel Byrne announced she 
was inviting me to ride up front! What 
an unexpected honor! On this day, 
being up front was wonderful – great 
scenery, able to watch huntsman John 
Harrison work his magic, the hounds 
do their work energetically, and then, 
off they went, chasing fi rst one coyote, 
then chasing two coyotes, then back to 
one, and fi nally, back to the kennels. 
Lee was perfect! What gorgeous 
territory and a great hunt. And, like 
their similarly generous Montreal 
friends, they had a TNYH hat for me 
as well!  

After the hunt, the Byrnes had 
everyone over to their lovely farm 
for a breakfast – great food, drink and 
fellowship. I could only stay a short 
while, as I had to scoot back to the 
Cotter’s to pick up Sadie and head 
south to re-enter the US and get to 
Geneseo, NY. 

Day 13, Mon. Oct. 20:
Hunted today with Genesee Valley 
Hunt.

Day 14, Tuesday Oct. 21:
Drove from Geneseo NY to Mt. Airy, 
MD

Day 15, Wednesday, Oct. 22: 
Howard County Iron Bridge Hunt – 
cancelled due to rain. 

I fi nally began the last leg of my trip 
home, , with lots to do to get caught 
up here and to recover from trip, then 
back to work tomorrow! Fall colors 
have not yet peaked here, so I will get 
to experience them yet again, twice in 
one fall! 

A WONDERFUL trip! I wanted to 
THANK EVERYONE who encouraged, 
supported or made possible all these 
visits! 

Total mileage traveled:  3,026 
miles!!  15 days, 7 hunts and one 
fun race day.  And a thousand 
wonderful new friends!
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Nearly 100 years span the date 
when Elliot Cottrelle fi rst 

hunted with the Toronto Hunt, 
later to become the Toronto and 
North York Hunt, and 2013, when 
his daughter Janet most recently 
foxhunted with TNYH. Her father, 
born in 1911, started hunting 
when he was about  eleven or 
twelve years old in 1922/23, and 
had his colours – and top hat on! 
- when he was photographed as a 
16 year old. 

Janet has fond memories of foxhunting 
as she grew up, those memories closely 
tied to her father, as the two were the 
only foxhunters in the family. While 
Mr. Cottrelle’s father grew up on a 
farm near Milton, horses were for 
work, not play, and his grandparents 
didn’t ride. For Janet, horse showing 
was her fi rst love, but, as she tells the 
story, foxhunting is inexorably linked 
to her father: when she was 
young, “every Saturday I went 
where the van went, so if my 
father was hunting, so was I!” 

Janet herself was also eleven 
when she fi rst hunted: a tall 
slender girl, she was put on the 
17:1hh half-Clydesdale called 
Mickey Mouse! Her father at 
the time hunted his beloved 
Bay Street, named specifi cally 
so his secretary could tell 
callers “Mr. Cottrelle is out 
on Bay Street”. For Janet, the 
introduction was “deep end 
fi rst” – there was no second 
fl ight, it was jump with no 
other options, and the hunting 
was fast and no quarter given! Mickey 
Mouse was her reliable hunt horse for 
about 7 or 8 years. Hunt colours were 
given after the completion of two full 
years of hunting. Janet was awarded 
her colours by Ben Rough, MFH, when 
she was only 13 years old.

The fi rst horse bought for Janet, at 

13, was a “jug headed pinto called 
Gilligan”. She told her father he was 
ugly, to which her father responded, 
when you can ride, I’ll buy you a pretty 
horse. They had gone to Virginia, tried 
all the pretty horses, had lessons, but 
came up empty, until Gilliagan, whom 
Janet went on to hunt for years. 
Despite being killer strong, Janet could 

pick up a fallen rider, plop 
them on Gilligan’s back 
and go track down the 
loose horse. 

Janet did get her ‘pretty 
horse’ fi nally, because 
she could ride! When 
she started to show 
horses seriously, she 
worked with the famous 
Max Bonham and Judy 
Kelly, staying for weeks 
at a time, so she wasn’t 
home to hunt in the 
cubbing season. As found 
on the Equine Canada 
site, “Mr. Cottrelle and 

his daughter, Janet, ran a successful 
show stable, Springpark Farms, on 
Airport Road. Their string of hunters 
included such famous names as Boy 
Pioneer, Dear Junior, Boyne Valley, 
Dr. Mac and Electronic Gadget. With 
Janet Cottrelle as his new rider, Dr. 
Schpiegle continued to enjoy great 

The Cottrelles:
Father and Daughter share a Foxhunting Legacy 

by Denya Massey ~ photos courtesy of Janet Cottrelle
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Elliot Cottrelle on Bay Street and Janet on Mickey Mouse

Daphne Smith (Angus) and Janet Cottrelle (Collins)
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success. Together, they swept the 
Amateur-Owner divisions, earning 
championship titles in Ontario and 
Quebec as well as south of the border 
in Lake Placid.” Janet was a force to be 
reckoned with!

While it was Max Bonham for 
showing, she credits Bob Elder, father 
to Jim and John Elder, with being her 
mentor out hunting. Mr. Elder called 
Gilligan “Headlights”, and, when the 
light was poor, he would call out to 
Janet to “keep the Headlights on!” He 
also taught her hunting etiquette, all 
manner of lore, and common sense. 
“He was strict about never jumping a 
fence you don’t have to, how to cross 
a river safely, how to be a responsible 
member in the fi eld, and he was a 
gentleman and teacher.”

But her father was her hero. Elliot was 
sent to boarding school when he was 
only 6 years old, to St. Andrews School 
when it was still in Toronto. Ironically 
though, he lived at home when he 
went to University of Toronto! The 
family lived on Delisle (Yonge & St. 
Clair area), and he rode ponies that 
lived with another family across 
the street – hard to imagine 
that now! Elliot was sent every 
summer to his grandparents’ farm 
near Milton to keep him safe from 
polio as the Salk vaccine was still 
years away. He attended some 
version of a pony club at the old 
Armoury on Avenue Road north 
of Eglinton which was likely how 
he was introduced to foxhunting; 
he also raced, showed, and 
hunted horses. Elliot’s father 
had done well for himself, and 
wanted to introduce Elliot to 
a larger community, including 
sports, specifi cally riding. Both 
Elliot’s mother and father enjoyed 
sporting events, and went every 
year on the Queen Mary to watch 
the Grand National at Aintree in 
person, even though neither of 
them rode. 

Elliot’s father, Janet’s grandfather, 
was George. R. Cottrelle, a name that 
would be unfamiliar to most of us, but 
to adults in Canada during WWII, G. 
R. Cottrelle was the name on all the 
gas ration coupons. In 1940, C.D. 

Howe, the Minister of the 
Department of Munitions 
and Supply, had 
appointed G. R. Cottrelle 
as Oil Controller, and it 
fell to him to protect the 
Canadian oil tankers 
from the marauding 
German submarines.  The 
businessmen working for 
C. D. Howe were called 
“Dollar a Year Men”, 
loaned to the government 
by their companies for a 
token dollar a year, while 
their fi rms kept them on 
their payrolls. 

During his adult years, Elliot enjoyed 
the family farm, which was initially 
at Rathburn and Highway 27, in 
Etobicoke. When the family moved to a 
farm in Brampton, the entire barn was 
dismantled, and reassembled on the 
new property. One particular section, 
called “The Lounge”, was used socially, 
a private men’s club of sorts, by both 
Janet’s father and grandfather. To Janet, 
it represented a strong emotional bond 
between three generations, and when 

the Brampton property was sold, she 
determined, moving heaven and earth, 
to have it faithfully reconstructed 
on her own farm. Three generations, 
three locations, and The Lounge is 
comfortably at home with Janet now.

Stories abound of her time with TNYH. 
Janet started hunting at the Beverly 
site in Aurora, and foxhunted on the 
last day, in 1985, although the area had 
become too built up for local hunting, 
and the new clubhouse was opened on 
Dufferin north of Highway 7.  Janet 
recalls an Opening Meet at Beverly, 
with a fi eld of 120 to 130 riders, and 
the hunt breakfast her parents and 
Lew and Alice Scott hosted. It was 
so hot that the hosts ran out of soft 

drinks AND food, so Janet drove 
to Aurora, bought cases of soft 
drinks and buckets of Kentucky 
Fried chicken! She insists she had 
to repeat the exercise again before 
the hunt breakfast was over!

Remembered fondly, and 
poignantly, are the days of the 
very formal Hunt Balls, where the 
men wore white tie, because black 
tie was considered “less dressed”, 
and the women wore traditional 
formal ball gowns. The Ball was 
held on the 2nd Friday of the 
Royal Agricultural Winter Fair, 
every year. When Janet and her 
brothers were little, they couldn’t 
understand why their mother was 
so reluctant to take them to the 
Santa Claus parade when they 
were so excited….. at seven in 
the morning. Years later, after her 
fi rst Hunt Ball, Janet realized her 

mother had probably only gone to bed 
an hour or two earlier! 

Elliot Cottrelle & Bob Elder

Janet Cottrelle on Boy Pioneer
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Two Toronto and North York littermates have dominated 
the Grand Champion and Reserve awards at the Canadian 

Foxhound Show for two years running. The only difference this 
year was that the dog hound graciously swapped places with his 
litter sister. On June 6, 2015, in a reversal of fortune, Toronto and 
North York Cleopatra 2012, last year’s Reserve Grand Champion, 
was crowned Grand Champion of Show, while her litter brother 
Clarence, last year’s Grand Champion, settled for Reserve.

The show judges were Major Tim Easby, Director, Masters of 
Foxhounds Association (UK) and ex-MFH and huntsman of the 
Middleton and West Yore Foxhounds and Lt. Col. Robert Ferrer, 
USMC-Retired and MFH, Caroline Hunt (VA).

Cleopatra’s sire is Blue Ridge Barnfi eld 2010 by Duke of Beaufort’s 
Bailey 2003. If Bailey sounds familiar, have a look at the article 
about this year’s Bryn Mawr Grand Champion, New Market-
Middleton Valley Widget, crowned just one week earlier. Widget’s 
sire was Green Spring Valley Bailey by Duke of Beaufort’s Bailey. 
That makes two Grand Champions in two weeks whose grand sire 
is Duke of Beaufort’s Bailey!

Over the past fi fteen years, Bailey has been considered one of 
England’s most infl uential stallion hounds, according to Martin 
Scott, ex-MFH, one of England’s leading breeders and judges of 
foxhounds. Scott notes that Bailey’s male line also goes back to 
Heythrop Busby 1996, another very infl uential sire in his time, as 
well as to College Valley/North Northumberland Grafter 1989 from 
one of the most infl uential hill hound kennels in England, regarded 
as an outcross and valued highly in his work.

Cleopatra is an English foxhound 
based on the high percentage of 
English bloodlines in her pedigree. 
She goes back in tail female to 
Midland Crossbred lines through her 
dam, Toronto and North York Clinic 
2006. Cleopatra’s sire’s (Barnfi eld’s) 

tail female line is one of the strongest 
Crossbred female lines in the Blue 
Ridge kennels.

“Cleopatra was the fi rst of all the C-litter 

hounds to impress me in 
the hunting fi eld,” said 
Toronto and North York 
huntsman John Harrison, 
who has had only one 
season to evaluate the 
pack he inherited upon 
his arrival. “She’s a very 
sharp hound, always 
busy and working.”

Harrison will surely breed 
from Cleopatra, but he refrained from 
using Clarence as a stallion hound last 
year despite his Grand Championship 
win. Harrison’s hunting country gives 
him few opportunities to see hounds 
working in the open, and his insists on 
his hounds proving themselves in the 
fi eld before breeding them.

Harrison was huntsman at the Toronto 
and North York Hunt from 1989 to 
1996. During those years, he bred 
a number of outstanding hounds 

and won many championships at 
the Virginia Foxhound Shows and 
elsewhere. In 1996 he left Ontario 
and returned to his birthplace, the 
Cumbrian Lake District of England, 
to take over one of the most storied 
and respected of the fell foot packs, 
the Ullswater Foxhounds (est. 1873), 
where he had hunted in his youth.

Hunting is in the genes in Cumbria, but 
the country is so rough, horses cannot 
be used. The literature of foxhunting is

2015 Canadian Grand Champion has a Royal Family Tree
by Norman Fine; Reprinted with permission from foxhuntinglife.com ~ photos by Mary Raphael

James Balding, Ros Balding and John Harrison



TORONTO AND NORTH YORK HUNT | 2015 29

replete with accounts of grueling days with the famous 
foot packs of the area, climbing and descending the 
scree-strewn crags and struggling to snow-fi lled borrans. 
The terrain is mountainous and arduous, and Harrison 
hunted the Ullswater for the next eighteen years.

Harrison returned to Toronto and North York just last 
season to take over the pack once again. “It’s nice to win 
the trophy,” he admits, “but I didn’t breed these hounds.” 
Harrison gives credit for the success to the breeding of his 
predecessors, Antony Gaylard and Mark Powell.

“The nice part for me, though, is that they go back to hounds 
I bred in the 1990s—Crafty in particular,” Harrison recalls. 
“Hers was one of the most beautiful litters I ever bred.”

Harrison also derived great satisfaction this year 
showing some of the pure fell un-entered hounds 
that he brought back with him from the Ullswater to 
Ontario. “Fell hounds aren’t the fashion in England,” 
he said, “and I wasn’t sure how they would do before 
an English judge. There was an American judge 
in the ring, though, and I thought he might appreciate 
them.”

To my eye, fell hounds look more like American hounds 
than English, so I understood Harrison’s reservations, 
however unwarranted. Both judges surely liked them; 
Harrison’s fell hounds won all the un-entered classes.

Fell hounds have been bred for centuries specifi cally for 
their  immense and mountainous country. They need big 
voices and an independent hunting style because their 
huntsman is often one or more ridges and valleys distant. 
Harrison believes these characteristics will be useful in his 
Ontario country and plans to introduce these fell bloodlines 
into the pack. “I love their fox sense!” he says.

Editor’s note: Mark your calendars for June 18th, 2016 when TNYH will 
host the Canadian Hound Show!

Between stints as huntsman at Toronto and North York, John Harrison 
spent 18 years as huntsman of the Ullswater Foxhounds in his native 
Cumbria. Courtesy of John Harrison

Photo by Mike Byrne

Laurel Byrne, 
legendary show 

jumper Eddie 
Macken and 

Laura Balding 
at the TNYH 

Kennels.
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In ideal conditions, a good crowd of 
hunt members, landowners, guests 

from the Hamilton and Eglinton 
Caledon Hunts, friends, children and 
grandchildren attended the Annual 
TNYH Puppy Show held at the kennels 
on June 20, 2015. John, Ros, James 
and Laura, fresh from their successful 
trip to Canadian Hound Show, put on a 
fi ne show for the audience. Traditional 
Pimm’s cocktails and lemonade were 
served ahead of the show and the 
trophies from the Canadian Hound 
Show were on proud display. The 
four litters of puppies were housed in 
a separate kennel and children (and 
adults!) were invited to play with 
them. 

The judges for this years show were 
Alastair Strachan, MFH, and Colin 
Brown, Huntsman, both of Eglinton 
and Caledon Hunt. Huntsman John 
Harrison presented this year’s entries. 
Year-old hound pups were judged for 
conformation and movement before 
they join the pack this fall, and judges 
chose their overall champion as Napkin, 
a bitch walked by Suzanne Wilson. 
Reserve champion was Nomad, a dog 

walked by James Balding. Attendees 
had the opportunity of submitting 
their picks for the various classes, 

then comparing results 
once the winners were 
announced - many of the 
audience choices were 
similar to the judges! 

The highlight of the 
afternoon was the 
children’s dog show 
judged by long time 
foxhunter and faithful 
volunteer Judy Jones. 
There were numerous 
entrants, including Rylan 
Clifton who was very 
professional looking, and 
Melissa Bullock’s twin 18 
month old girls in their 
sundresses. The dogs 
entered ranged from 
lurchers to Jack Russell 
terriers to tiny lap dogs! 
After much deliberation 
Judy Jones decided on 
a winner – a Basenji 

named Trouble shown by Jaden Feairs. 
All participants received prizes for 
their efforts!

After the spectators were invited to 
visit with the puppies, Carly and Hank 
Martin brought out their handsome 
working Tinturn Basset hounds for 
all to see and inspect. Ribbons, prizes, 
and afternoon tea signalled the end of 
a successful and fun day. 

Editor’s note: Please mark your calendar: 
TNYH is proudly hosting the Canadian 
Foxhound Show at our kennels on Saturday, 
June 18th, 2016.

2015 TNYH Puppy Show
by Andy Bite, MFH ~ photos by Cat

Sheldon Clark presenting a beautiful painting to 
Laurel Byrne MFH for our clubhouse in honour of 
his late wife, Joan Clark
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CREEKSIDE COLLINGWOOD
Four bedroom Monterey home, 
complete with many upgrades, finished 
basement and a 50ft lot.
$384,900  MLS® 20131053
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

BLUE MOUNTAIN CHALETTT
Literally across the road from the ski 
hill. Over 4000 sq ft, five bedrooms 
plus loft.
$889,000  MLS® 20125159
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

LIFESTYL
Park-like lot with views of ski hills & 
backs onto 14 acres of parkland!
Custom built open concept!
$699,900  MLS® 20130691
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

Updated Edwardian in Creemore! 4 
Bedroom, Modern living with all of the
character of yesteryear.
$359,900  MLS® 20126255
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

Immaculate 3 bedroom in a fantastic 
Collingwood neighbourhood. Deep 
town lot backs on to trail. 
$245,000  MLS® 20126167
Call Wispy Boivin* 705-888-7212

RFRONT LIVING
Luxurious waterfront living with a great 
feeling of space with a spectacular 
views.
$479,000  MLS® 20124066
Call Karen E. Willison* 705-888-0075

CREEKSIDE COLLINGWOOD
Four bedroom Monterey home, 
complete with many upgrades, finished 
basement and a 50ft lot.
$384,900  MLS® 20131053
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

BLUE MOUNTAIN CHALETTT
Literally across the road from the ski 
hill. Over 4000 sq ft, five bedrooms 
plus loft.
$889,000  MLS® 20125159
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

LIFESTYLE AT BLUEAA
Park-like lot with views of ski hills & 
backs onto 14 acres of parkland!
Custom built open concept!
$699,900  MLS® 20130691
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

CREEMORE CHARM
Updated Edwardian in Creemore! 4 
Bedroom, Modern living with all of the
character of yesteryear.
$359,900  MLS® 20126255
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

ADM
Imma
Collin
town 
$245
Call W

124427
andra Tait* TT 705-444-4611

WASAGA WW WAWW TERFRONTAA
Beautifully appointed semi-detached 
4 bedroom 3 and half bath with 
swimming pool on sandy Wasaga 
Beach.
$699,888  MLS® 20130897
Call Josh Dolan** 705-446-8404

SKI SEASON GEM
1900 sq ft 5 bed country home in 
desirable neighbourhood close to 
Thornbury.
$350,000  MLS® 20130622
Call Julia Hinds* 705 351-8838

DGE!
ous 4 bedroom home. 

3,200 Sq ft, 4 gourmet kitchen, main 
floor master, landscaped grounds.rr
$679,000  MLS® 20131004
Call Jim Hanna* 705-441-5272

51
Wiles** 647-839-9582

CRANBERRY VILLAGE
This 2 bedroom Cranberry Glen condo 
is cheery & bright; it comes furnished. 
Ready to move in!!
$118,500  MLS® 20130304
Call Sheila Shepherd* 705-441-6085

FIVEACREHOME.COM
Great family home on private 5 acre 
wooded property in Collingwood. Close 
to all amenities.
$399,000  MLS® 20131132
Call Steve Simon* 705-994-2353

T BLUE
h views of ski hills & 
cres of parkland!
en concept!
S® 20130691
705-446-4539

CREEMORE CHARM
Updated Edwardian in Creemore! 4 
Bedroom, Modern living with all of the
character of yesteryear.
$359,900  MLS® 20126255
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

ews, great design and 
well presented. 
$399,000  MLS® 20130082
Call Rod MacAlpine* 519-372-7737

PRIME LOCATION!AA
Fabulous century home completely 
updated. Gourmet kitchen, private 
master with w/o to terrace.
$479,900  MLS® 20130285
Call Doug Beaumont** 705-606-1046

BRICK BUNGALOW
2 Bedrooms, outskirts of town on quiet 
dead end street. 1,470 Sq ft, detached 
20 x 50 shop.
$279,000  MLS® 20130208
Call Ian Hawkins** 705-446-5136

WASAGA WW WAWW TERFRONTAA
Beautifully appointed semi-detached 
4 bedroom 3 and half bath with 
swimming pool on sandy Wasaga 
Beach.
$699,888  MLS® 20130897
Call Josh Dolan** 705-446-8404

SKI SEASON GEM
1900 sq ft 5 bed country home in 
desirable neighbourhood close to 
Thornbury.
$350,000  MLS® 20130622
Call Julia Hinds* 705 351-8838

CREEKSIDE COLLINGWOOD
Four bedroom Monterey home, 
complete with many upgrades, finished 
basement and a 50ft lot.
$384,900  MLS® 20131053
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

BLUE MOUNTAIN CHALETTT
Literally across the road from the ski 
hill. Over 4000 sq ft, five bedrooms 
plus loft.
$889,000  MLS® 20125159
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

LORARR BAYAA LOY T
Building lot on Sunset Blvd at Lora Bay; 
build your dream retirement home on 
this generous lot.
$139,000   MLS® 20126384
Call Doug Lindsay* 705-441-0850

COZY BY UNGALOW
2 bed, 1bath bungalow between 
Collingwood & Wasaga. Large 188’ x 
281’ x irreg lot. Natural gas fireplace.
$159,000  MLS® 20131126
Call Greg WeeWW ks* 705-606-0183

MEAFORD GOLF COURSE
4 year old 3+1 bedroom, 2 bath, open 
concept raised bungalow features 
double car garage, large rear yard
$299,900  MLS® 20126207
Call Phyllis hh Dineen* 705-445-5520 Ext 406

PRICE REDUCED!!
Sellers motivated! extensively 
renovated 2 bedroom bungalow in 
town, close to hospital and schools.
$213,000 MLS® 20130171
Call Phyhh llis Dineen* 705-445-5520 Ext 406

FULLY FULL RNISHED
Nestled amongst trees, 3 bed, 2 bath 
chalet, gas heat, central air, backs onto rr
Georgian Trail.
$449,900  MLS® 20123662
Call Rick Crouch** 705-443-1037

CRANBERRY LUXURY
Completely upgraded, turn key end 
unit, 1854 sq ft 4 bedroom 2 bath, views 
of Osler Bluffs. A must see!
$269,900  MLS® 20130551
Call Richard Wiles** 647-839-9582

CRANBERRY VILLAS
2 bed / 2 bath Gas Forced, central 
Air included & Gas Fire place. Spell 
“VALUE”!!!VV
$134,900  MLS® 20131164
Call Sheila Shepherd* 705-441-6085

CRANBERRY VILLAGE
This 2 bedroom Cranberry Glen condo 
is cheery & bright; it comes furnished. 
Ready to move in!!
$118,500  MLS® 20130304
Call Sheila Shepherd* 705-441-6085

FIVEACREHOME.COM
Great family home on private 5 acre 
wooded property in Collingwood. Close 
to all amenities.
$399,000  MLS® 20131132
Call Steve Simon* 705-994-2353

LIFESTYLE AT BLUEAA
Park-like lot with views of ski hills & 
backs onto 14 acres of parkland!
Custom built open concept!
$699,900  MLS® 20130691
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

CREEMORE CHARM
Updated Edwardian in Creemore! 4 
Bedroom, Modern living with all of the
character of yesteryear.
$359,900  MLS® 20126255
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

ADMIRAL DISTRICT
Immaculate 3 bedroom in a fantastic 
Collingwood neighbourhood. Deep 
town lot backs on to trail. 
$245,000  MLS® 20126167
Call Wispy Boivin* 705-888-7212

FABULOUS VIEW OF BAYAA
Lovely ranch bungalow with 
commanding views, great design and 
well presented. 
$399,000 MLS® 20130082
Call Rod MacAlpine* 519-372-7737

BLUE MOUNTAIN CONDOTT
Ground level condo in Historic 
Snowbridge. 2 bedroom, 2 bath makes 
perfect vacation home!
$259,000  MLS® 20124427
Call Cassandra Tait* TT 705-444-4611

SPECTACULAR CHALET!TT
Spacious 5 bedrooms, great 
entertaining spaces. Chef’s kitchen, 
fabulous wood floors through out.
$649,900  MLS® 20130650
Call Doug Beaumont** 705-606-1046

PRIME LOCATION!AA
Fabulous century home completely 
updated. Gourmet kitchen, private 
master with w/o to terrace.
$479,900  MLS® 20130285
Call Doug Beaumont** 705-606-1046

SIERRA WOODLANDS
Excellent location & Stunning views 
from this 4 BR, 4 bath town-home, 
perfect for entertaining.
$619,000  MLS® 20130450
Call Doug Linton* 705-444-9643

BRICK BUNGALOW
2 Bedrooms, outskirts of town on quiet 
dead end street. 1,470 Sq ft, detached 
20 x 50 shop.
$279,000  MLS® 20130208
Call Ian Hawkins** 705-446-5136

WASAGA WW WAWW TERFRONTAA
Beautifully appointed semi-detached 
4 bedroom 3 and half bath with 
swimming pool on sandy Wasaga 
Beach.
$699,888  MLS® 20130897
Call Josh Dolan** 705-446-8404

SKI SEASON GEM
1900 sq ft 5 bed country home in 
desirable neighbourhood close to 
Thornbury.
$350,000  MLS® 20130622
Call Julia Hinds* 705 351-8838

WAWW TERFRONT LIVINGAA
Luxurious waterfront living with a great 
feeling of space with a spectacular 
views.
$479,000  MLS® 20124066
Call Karen E. Willison* 705-888-0075

CREEKSIDE COLLINGWOOD
Four bedroom Monterey home, 
complete with many upgrades, finished 
basement and a 50ft lot.
$384,900  MLS® 20131053
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

BLUE MOUNTAIN CHALETTT
Literally across the road from the ski 
hill. Over 4000 sq ft, five bedrooms 
plus loft.
$889,000  MLS® 20125159
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

LORARR BAYAA  LOY T
Building lot on Sunset Blvd at Lora Bay; 
build your dream retirement home on 
this generous lot.
$139,000   MLS® 20126384
Call Doug Lindsay* 705-441-0850

NIPISSING RIDGE!
Prestigious 4 bedroom home. 
3,200 Sq ft, 4 gourmet kitchen, main 
floor master, landscaped grounds.rr
$679,000  MLS® 20131004
Call Jim Hanna* 705-441-5272

COZY BY UNGALOW
2 bed, 1bath bungalow between 
Collingwood & Wasaga. Large 188’ x 
281’ x irreg lot. Natural gas fireplace.
$159,000  MLS® 20131126
Call Greg WeeWW ks* 705-606-0183

MEAFORD GOLF COURSE
4 year old 3+1 bedroom, 2 bath, open 
concept raised bungalow features 
double car garage, large rear yard
$299,900  MLS® 20126207
Call Phyllis hh Dineen* 705-445-5520 Ext 406

PRICE REDUCED!!
Sellers motivated! extensively 
renovated 2 bedroom bungalow in 
town, close to hospital and schools.
$213,000  MLS® 20130171
Call Phyhh llis Dineen* 705-445-5520 Ext 406

FULLY FULL RNISHED
Nestled amongst trees, 3 bed, 2 bath 
chalet, gas heat, central air, backs onto rr
Georgian Trail.
$449,900  MLS® 20123662
Call Rick Crouch** 705-443-1037

CRANBERRY LUXURY
Completely upgraded, turn key end 
unit, 1854 sq ft 4 bedroom 2 bath, views 
of Osler Bluffs. A must see!
$269,900  MLS® 20130551
Call Richard Wiles** 647-839-9582

CRANBERRY VILLAS
2 bed / 2 bath Gas Forced, central 
Air included & Gas Fire place. Spell 
“VALUE”!!!VV
$134,900  MLS® 20131164
Call Sheila Shepherd* 705-441-6085

CRANBERRY VILLAGE
This 2 bedroom Cranberry Glen condo 
is cheery & bright; it comes furnished. 
Ready to move in!!
$118,500  MLS® 20130304
Call Sheila Shepherd* 705-441-6085

FIVEACREHOME.COM
Great family home on private 5 acre 
wooded property in Collingwood. Close 
to all amenities.
$399,000  MLS® 20131132
Call Steve Simon* 705-994-2353

LIFESTYLE AT BLUEAA
Park-like lot with views of ski hills & 
backs onto 14 acres of parkland!
Custom built open concept!
$699,900  MLS® 20130691
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

CREEMORE CHARM
Updated Edwardian in Creemore! 4 
Bedroom, Modern living with all of the
character of yesteryear.
$359,900  MLS® 20126255
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

ADMIRAL DISTRICT
Immaculate 3 bedroom in a fantastic 
Collingwood neighbourhood. Deep 
town lot backs on to trail. 
$245,000  MLS® 20126167
Call Wispy Boivin* 705-888-7212

FABULOUS VIEW OF BAYAA
Lovely ranch bungalow with 
commanding views, great design and 
well presented. 
$399,000  MLS® 20130082
Call Rod MacAlpine* 519-372-7737

BLUE MOUNTAIN CONDOTT
Ground level condo in Historic 
Snowbridge. 2 bedroom, 2 bath makes 
perfect vacation home!
$259,000  MLS® 20124427
Call Cassandra Tait* TT 705-444-4611

SPECTACULAR CHALET!TT
Spacious 5 bedrooms, great 
entertaining spaces. Chef’s kitchen, 
fabulous wood floors through out.
$649,900  MLS® 20130650
Call Doug Beaumont** 705-606-1046

PRIME LOCATION!AA
Fabulous century home completely 
updated. Gourmet kitchen, private 
master with w/o to terrace.
$479,900  MLS® 20130285
Call Doug Beaumont** 705-606-1046

SIERRA WOODLANDS
Excellent location & Stunning views 
from this 4 BR, 4 bath town-home, 
perfect for entertaining.
$619,000  MLS® 20130450
Call Doug Linton* 705-444-9643

BRICK BUNGALOW
2 Bedrooms, outskirts of town on quiet 
dead end street. 1,470 Sq ft, detached 
20 x 50 shop.
$279,000  MLS® 20130208
Call Ian Hawkins** 705-446-5136

WASAGA WW WAWW TERFRONTAA
Beautifully appointed semi-detached 
4 bedroom 3 and half bath with 
swimming pool on sandy Wasaga 
Beach.
$699,888  MLS® 20130897
Call Josh Dolan** 705-446-8404

SKI SEASON GEM
1900 sq ft 5 bed country home in 
desirable neighbourhood close to 
Thornbury.
$350,000  MLS® 20130622
Call Julia Hinds* 705 351-8838

WAWW TERFRONT LIVINGAA
Luxurious waterfront living with a great 
feeling of space with a spectacular 
views.
$479,000  MLS® 20124066
Call Karen E. Willison* 705-888-0075

CREEKSIDE COLLINGWOOD
Four bedroom Monterey home, 
complete with many upgrades, finished 
basement and a 50ft lot.
$384,900  MLS® 20131053
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

BLUE MOUNTAIN CHALETTT
Literally across the road from the ski 
hill. Over 4000 sq ft, five bedrooms 
plus loft.
$889,000  MLS® 20125159
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

LORARR BAYAA  LOY T
Building lot on Sunset Blvd at Lora Bay; 
build your dream retirement home on 
this generous lot.
$139,000   MLS® 20126384
Call Doug Lindsay* 705-441-0850

NIPISSING RIDGE!
Prestigious 4 bedroom home. 
3,200 Sq ft, 4 gourmet kitchen, main 
floor master, landscaped grounds.rr
$679,000  MLS® 20131004
Call Jim Hanna* 705-441-5272

COZY BY UNGALOW
2 bed, 1bath bungalow between 
Collingwood & Wasaga. Large 188’ x 
281’ x irreg lot. Natural gas fireplace.
$159,000  MLS® 20131126
Call Greg WeeWW ks* 705-606-0183

MEAFORD GOLF COURSE
4 year old 3+1 bedroom, 2 bath, open 
concept raised bungalow features 
double car garage, large rear yard
$299,900  MLS® 20126207
Call Phyllis hh Dineen* 705-445-5520 Ext 406

PRICE REDUCED!!
Sellers motivated! extensively 
renovated 2 bedroom bungalow in 
town, close to hospital and schools.
$213,000  MLS® 20130171
Call Phyh llis Dineen* 705-445-5520 Ext 406

CRANBERRY LUXURY
Completely upgraded, turn key end 
unit, 1854 sq ft 4 bedroom 2 bath, views 
of Osler Bluffs. A must see!
$269,900  MLS® 20130551
Call Richard Wiles** 647-839-9582

CRANBERRY VILLAGE
This 2 bedroom Cranberry Glen condo 
is cheery & bright; it comes furnished. 
Ready to move in!!
$118,500  MLS® 20130304
Call Sheila Shepherd* 705-441-6085

FIVEACREHOME.COM
Great family home on private 5 acre 
wooded property in Collingwood. Close 
to all amenities.
$399,000  MLS® 20131132
Call Steve Simon* 705-994-2353

LIFESTYLE AT BLUEAA
Park-like lot with views of ski hills & 
backs onto 14 acres of parkland!
Custom built open concept!
$699,900  MLS® 20130691
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

CREEMORE CHARM
Updated Edwardian in Creemore! 4 
Bedroom, Modern living with all of the
character of yesteryear.
$359,900  MLS® 20126255
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

FABULOUS VIEW OF BAYAA
Lovely ranch bungalow with 
commanding views, great design and 
well presented. 
$399,000  MLS® 20130082
Call Rod MacAlpine* 519-372-7737
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$279,000  MLS® 20130208
Call Ian Hawkins** 705-446-5136

WASAGA WW WAWW TERFRONTAA
Beautifully appointed semi-detached 
4 bedroom 3 and half bath with 
swimming pool on sandy Wasaga 
Beach.
$699,888  MLS® 20130897
Call Josh Dolan** 705-446-8404

SKI SEASON GEM
1900 sq ft 5 bed country home in 
desirable neighbourhood close to 
Thornbury.
$350,000  MLS® 20130622
Call Julia Hinds* 705 351-8838

CREEKSIDE COLLINGWOOD
Four bedroom Monterey home, 
complete with many upgrades, finished 
basement and a 50ft lot.
$384,900  MLS® 20131053
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

BLUE MOUNTAIN CHALETTT
Literally across the road from the ski 
hill. Over 4000 sq ft, five bedrooms 
plus loft.
$889,000  MLS® 20125159
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

COZY BY UNGALOW
2 bed, 1bath bungalow between 
Collingwood & Wasaga. Large 188’ x 
281’ x irreg lot. Natural gas fireplace.
$159,000  MLS® 20131126
Call Greg WeeWW ks* 705-606-0183
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CREEMORE CHARM
Updated Edwardian in Creemore! 4 
Bedroom, Modern living with all of the
character of yesteryear.
$359,900  MLS® 20126255
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

ADMIRAL DISTRICT
Immaculate 3 bedroom in a fantastic 
Collingwood neighbourhood. Deep 
town lot backs on to trail. 
$245,000  MLS® 20126167
Call Wispy Boivin* 705-888-7212

FABULOUS VIEW OF BAYAA
Lovely ranch bungalow with 
commanding views, great design and 
well presented. 
$399,000  MLS® 20130082

SIERRA WOODLANDS
Excellent location & Stunning views 
from this 4 BR, 4 bath town-home, 
perfect for entertaining.
$619,000  MLS® 20130450

BRICK BUNGALOW
2 Bedrooms, outskirts of town on quiet 
dead end street. 1,470 Sq ft, detached 
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Luxurious waterfront living with a great 
feeling of space with a spectacular 
views.
$479,000  MLS® 20124066
Call Karen E. Willison* 705-888-0075

CREEKSIDE COLLINGWOOD
Four bedroom Monterey home, 
complete with many upgrades, finished 
basement and a 50ft lot.
$384,900  MLS® 20131053
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

BLUE MOUNTAIN CHALETTT
Literally across the road from the ski 
hill. Over 4000 sq ft, five bedrooms 
plus loft.
$889,000  MLS® 20125159
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

COZY BY UNGALOW
2 bed, 1bath bungalow between 
Collingwood & Wasaga. Large 188’ x 
281’ x irreg lot. Natural gas fireplace.
$159,000  MLS® 20131126

CRANBERRY LUXURY
Completely upgraded, turn key end 
unit, 1854 sq ft 4 bedroom 2 bath, views 
of Osler Bluffs. A must see!
$269,900 MLS® 20130551

CRANBERRY VILLAS
2 bed / 2 bath Gas Forced, central 
Air included & Gas Fire place. Spell 
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$134,900 MLS® 20131164

LIFESTYLE AT BLUEAA
Park-like lot with views of ski hills & 
backs onto 14 acres of parkland!
Custom built open concept!
$699,900 MLS® 20130691
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

CREEMORE CHARM
Updated Edwardian in Creemore! 4 
Bedroom, Modern living with all of the
character of yesteryear.
$359,900 MLS® 20126255
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

ADMIRAL DISTRICT
Immaculate 3 bedroom in a fantastic 
Collingwood neighbourhood. Deep 
town lot backs on to trail. 
$245,000 MLS® 20126167
Call Wispy Boivin* 705-888-7212

FABULOUS VIEW OF BAYAA
Lovely ranch bungalow with 
commanding views, great design and 
well presented. 
$399,000  MLS® 20130082

SIERRA WOODLANDS
Excellent location & Stunning views 
from this 4 BR, 4 bath town-home, 
perfect for entertaining.
$619,000  MLS® 20130450

BRICK BUNGALOW
2 Bedrooms, outskirts of town on quiet 
dead end street. 1,470 Sq ft, detached 
20 x 50 shop.
$279,000  MLS® 20130208

WAWW TERFRONT LIVINGAA
Luxurious waterfront living with a great 
feeling of space with a spectacular 
views.
$479,000  MLS® 20124066
Call Karen E. Willison* 705-888-0075

CREEKSIDE COLLINGWOOD
Four bedroom Monterey home, 
complete with many upgrades, finished 
basement and a 50ft lot.
$384,900  MLS® 20131053
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

BLUE MOUNTAIN CHALETTT
Literally across the road from the ski 
hill. Over 4000 sq ft, five bedrooms 
plus loft.
$889,000  MLS® 20125159
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

COZY BY UNGALOW
2 bed, 1bath bungalow between 
Collingwood & Wasaga. Large 188’ x 
281’ x irreg lot. Natural gas fireplace.
$159,000  MLS® 20131126

CRANBERRY LUXURY
Completely upgraded, turn key end 
unit, 1854 sq ft 4 bedroom 2 bath, views 
of Osler Bluffs. A must see!
$269,900  MLS® 20130551
Call Richard Wiles** 647-839-9582

CRANBERRY VILLAGE
This 2 bedroom Cranberry Glen condo 
is cheery & bright; it comes furnished. 
Ready to move in!!
$118,500  MLS® 20130304
Call Sheila Shepherd* 705-441-6085

FIVEACREHOME.COM
Great family home on private 5 acre 
wooded property in Collingwood. Close 
to all amenities.
$399,000  MLS® 20131132
Call Steve Simon* 705-994-2353

LIFESTYLE AT BLUEAA
Park-like lot with views of ski hills & 
backs onto 14 acres of parkland!
Custom built open concept!
$699,900  MLS® 20130691
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

CREEMORE CHARM
Updated Edwardian in Creemore! 4 
Bedroom, Modern living with all of the
character of yesteryear.
$359,900  MLS® 20126255
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

FABULOUS VIEW OF BAYAA
Lovely ranch bungalow with 
commanding views, great design and 
well presented. 
$399,000  MLS® 20130082
Call Rod MacAlpine* 519-372-7737

PRIME LOCATION!AA
Fabulous century home completely 
updated. Gourmet kitchen, private 
master with w/o to terrace.
$479,900  MLS® 20130285
Call Doug Beaumont** 705-606-1046

BRICK BUNGALOW
2 Bedrooms, outskirts of town on quiet 
dead end street. 1,470 Sq ft, detached 
20 x 50 shop.
$279,000  MLS® 20130208
Call Ian Hawkins** 705-446-5136

WASAGA WW WAWW TERFRONTAA
Beautifully appointed semi-detached 
4 bedroom 3 and half bath with 
swimming pool on sandy Wasaga 
Beach.
$699,888  MLS® 20130897
Call Josh Dolan** 705-446-8404

SKI SEASON GEM
1900 sq ft 5 bed country home in 
desirable neighbourhood close to 
Thornbury.
$350,000  MLS® 20130622
Call Julia Hinds* 705 351-8838

CREEKSIDE COLLINGWOOD
Four bedroom Monterey home, 
complete with many upgrades, finished 
basement and a 50ft lot.
$384,900  MLS® 20131053
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

BLUE MOUNTAIN CHALETTT
Literally across the road from the ski 
hill. Over 4000 sq ft, five bedrooms 
plus loft.
$889,000  MLS® 20125159
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

LORARR BAYAA  LOY T
Building lot on Sunset Blvd at Lora Bay; 
build your dream retirement home on 
this generous lot.
$139,000   MLS® 20126384
Call Doug Lindsay* 705-441-0850

COZY BY UNGALOW
2 bed, 1bath bungalow between 
Collingwood & Wasaga. Large 188’ x 
281’ x irreg lot. Natural gas fireplace.
$159,000  MLS® 20131126
Call Greg WeeWW ks* 705-606-0183

MEAFORD GOLF COURSE
4 year old 3+1 bedroom, 2 bath, open 
concept raised bungalow features 
double car garage, large rear yard
$299,900  MLS® 20126207
Call Phyllis h Dineen* 705-445-5520 Ext 406

PRICE REDUCED!!
Sellers motivated! extensively 
renovated 2 bedroom bungalow in 
town, close to hospital and schools.
$213,000  MLS® 20130171
Call Phyhh llis Dineen* 705-445-5520 Ext 406

FULLY FULL RNISHED
Nestled amongst trees, 3 bed, 2 bath 
chalet, gas heat, central air, backs onto rr
Georgian Trail.
$449,900  MLS® 20123662
Call Rick Crouch** 705-443-1037

CRANBERRY LUXURY
Completely upgraded, turn key end 
unit, 1854 sq ft 4 bedroom 2 bath, views 
of Osler Bluffs. A must see!
$269,900  MLS® 20130551
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2 bed / 2 bath Gas Forced, central 
Air included & Gas Fire place. Spell 
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$134,900  MLS® 20131164
Call Sheila Shepherd* 705-441-6085
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This 2 bedroom Cranberry Glen condo 
is cheery & bright; it comes furnished. 
Ready to move in!!
$118,500  MLS® 20130304
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FIVEACREHOME.COM
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Park-like lot with views of ski hills & 
backs onto 14 acres of parkland!
Custom built open concept!
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Updated Edwardian in Creemore! 4 
Bedroom, Modern living with all of the
character of yesteryear.
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Immaculate 3 bedroom in a fantastic 
Collingwood neighbourhood. Deep 
town lot backs on to trail. 
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FABULOUS VIEW OF BAYAA
Lovely ranch bungalow with 
commanding views, great design and 
well presented. 
$399,000  MLS® 20130082
Call Rod MacAlpine* 519-372-7737

BLUE MOUNTAIN CONDOTT
Ground level condo in Historic 
Snowbridge. 2 bedroom, 2 bath makes 
perfect vacation home!
$259,000  MLS® 20124427
Call Cassandra Tait* TT 705-444-4611

SPECTACULAR CHALET!TT
Spacious 5 bedrooms, great 
entertaining spaces. Chef’s kitchen, 
fabulous wood floors through out.
$649,900  MLS® 20130650
Call Doug Beaumont** 705-606-1046

PRIME LOCATION!AA
Fabulous century home completely 
updated. Gourmet kitchen, private 
master with w/o to terrace.
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SIERRA WOODLANDS
Excellent location & Stunning views 
from this 4 BR, 4 bath town-home, 
perfect for entertaining.
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2 Bedrooms, outskirts of town on quiet 
dead end street. 1,470 Sq ft, detached 
20 x 50 shop.
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Call Ian Hawkins** 705-446-5136
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Beautifully appointed semi-detached 
4 bedroom 3 and half bath with 
swimming pool on sandy Wasaga 
Beach.
$699,888  MLS® 20130897
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desirable neighbourhood close to 
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Luxurious waterfront living with a great 
feeling of space with a spectacular 
views.
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Call Karen E. Willison* 705-888-0075

CREEKSIDE COLLINGWOOD
Four bedroom Monterey home, 
complete with many upgrades, finished 
basement and a 50ft lot.
$384,900  MLS® 20131053
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

BLUE MOUNTAIN CHALETTT
Literally across the road from the ski 
hill. Over 4000 sq ft, five bedrooms 
plus loft.
$889,000  MLS® 20125159
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

LORARR BAYAA  LOY T
Building lot on Sunset Blvd at Lora Bay; 
build your dream retirement home on 
this generous lot.
$139,000   MLS® 20126384
Call Doug Lindsay* 705-441-0850

NIPISSING RIDGE!
Prestigious 4 bedroom home. 
3,200 Sq ft, 4 gourmet kitchen, main 
floor master, landscaped grounds.rr
$679,000  MLS® 20131004
Call Jim Hanna* 705-441-5272

COZY BY UNGALOW
2 bed, 1bath bungalow between 
Collingwood & Wasaga. Large 188’ x 
281’ x irreg lot. Natural gas fireplace.
$159,000  MLS® 20131126
Call Greg WeeWW ks* 705-606-0183

MEAFORD GOLF COURSE
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concept raised bungalow features 
double car garage, large rear yard
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FIVEACREHOME.COM
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wooded property in Collingwood. Close 
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$399,000  MLS® 20131132
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LIFESTYLE AT BLUEAA
Park-like lot with views of ski hills & 
backs onto 14 acres of parkland!
Custom built open concept!
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CREEMORE CHARM
Updated Edwardian in Creemore! 4 
Bedroom, Modern living with all of the
character of yesteryear.
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Immaculate 3 bedroom in a fantastic 
Collingwood neighbourhood. Deep 
town lot backs on to trail. 
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WAWW TERFRONT LIVINGAA
Luxurious waterfront living with a great 
feeling of space with a spectacular 
views.
$479,000  MLS® 20124066
Call Karen E. Willison* 705-888-0075

CREEKSIDE COLLINGWOOD
Four bedroom Monterey home, 
complete with many upgrades, finished 
basement and a 50ft lot.
$384,900  MLS® 20131053
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

BLUE MOUNTAIN CHALETTT
Literally across the road from the ski 
hill. Over 4000 sq ft, five bedrooms 
plus loft.
$889,000  MLS® 20125159
Call LeeAnn Matthews* 705 446 8688

3,200 Sq ft, 4 gourmet kitchen, main 
floor master, landscaped grounds.rr
$679,000  MLS® 20131004
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ge, large rear yard
® 20126207
705-445-5520 Ext 406
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town, close to hospital and schools.
$213,000  MLS® 20130171
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A must see!
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Cranberry Glen condo 

is cheery & bright; it comes furnished. 
Ready to move in!!
$118,500  MLS® 20130304
Call Sheila Shepherd* 705-441-6085

FIVEACREHOME.COM
Great family home on private 5 acre 
wooded property in Collingwood. Close 
to all amenities.
$399,000  MLS® 20131132
Call Steve Simon* 705-994-2353

LIFESTYLE AT BLUEAA
Park-like lot with views of ski hills & 
backs onto 14 acres of parkland!
Custom built open concept!
$699,900  MLS® 20130691
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

CREEMORE CHARM
Updated Edwardian in Creemore! 4 
Bedroom, Modern living with all of the
character of yesteryear.
$359,900  MLS® 20126255
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539

FABULOUS VIEW OF BAYAA
Lovely ranch bungalow with 
commanding views, great design and 
well presented. 
$399,000  MLS® 20130082
Call Rod MacAlpine* 519-372-7737
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Excellent locellent location & Stunn& St iing views views 
from this 4 BR, 4 bath towb th t n-home, 
perfect for entertaining.
$619,000  MLS® 20130450
Call Doug Linton* 705-444-9643

BRICK BUNGNGGALALOWLOWW
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20 x0 x 50 shop.2
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WASAGA WW WAWW TERFRONTAA
Beautifully appointed semi-detached 
4 bedroom 3 and half bath with

SKI SEASON GEM
1900 sq ft 5 bed country home in 
desirable neighbourhood close to

LORARR BAYAA  LOY T
Building lot on Sunset Blvd at Lora Bay; 
build your dream retirement home on 
this generous lot.
$139,000   MLS® 20126384
Call Doug Lindsay* 705-441-0850

NIPISSING RIDGE!
Prestigious 4 bedroom home. 
3 200 Sq ft 4 gourmet kitchen main
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Collingwood & Wasaga. Largee 1888’ 8’ x x
281’ x irreg lot. Natural gas firepeplacace.e.
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The Toronto Hunt in 1877
by Polly Winsor

The sport of following hounds is a delight to the eye, 
from the time when dozens of smartly-dressed riders 

on gleaming horses arrive at the meet, followed by the 
sight of the huntsman urging the pack into covert, and 
then, with luck, the excitement of a dash across fi elds and 
over fences. Capturing such scenes in a picture, however, 
is quite impossible, as you will know if you have ever tried 
to photograph a hunt. No matter how professional is your 
equipment, the meet looks chaotic, horses facing every 
which way, some riders cheery but others apprehensive. 
At the very moment that elegant bay with braided mane 
cocks his ears forward, his rider bends down to accept a 
glass of port; when that pretty girl smiles in your direction, 
her horse will be reaching down for a bite of grass. Even worse are the hounds, who quite refuse to pose. Look how 
handsome that dog-hound is! Uh-oh, the stern of a passing bitch obscures our view. At the sound of the huntsman’s 
horn, hounds and riders disappear down the lane, ending any hope of getting everyone in one picture.

The solution, obviously, is art. We 
have all seen paintings and engravings 
of foxhunts in Victorian England, but 
pictures of Canadian hunts of that era 
are few. The two earliest portrayals 
of the Toronto Hunt of which I am 
aware are drawings, one of them lost, 
the other forgotten. The fi rst, copied 
here as Figure 1, was reproduced in 
two privately-printed books: Frank 
Proctor’s Under Six Sovereigns (1955, 

p. 232) and William M. Gray’s 150 
Years in the Field: Toronto and North 
York Hunt 1843-1993 (1994, p. 8). 
Gray’s image is larger, which proves 
he was not copying Proctor’s. Gray 
identifi ed his source as the “Sifton 
Scrapbooks.” Colonel Clifford Sifton, 
MFH, must have shared his collection 
with ex-MHF Proctor, and forty years 
later that material was lent to Gray 
when he composed his history.  When 

I was Honorary Secretary of TNYH, I 
looked through those scrapbooks, but I 
did not see the original of this drawing. 
I later sent all of our historical material, 
including the Sifton Scrapbooks, 
to the Archives of Ontario; I have 
confi rmed recently that this precious 
item is missing. I suppose it was a 
watercolour, by an amateur, but even 
the grayscale copy has a certain charm. 
The six men and all the animals appear 
totally relaxed, one man even standing 
beside his loose horse. The original 
must have had information with it, 
for both Proctor and Gray identify the 
people, and Gray gives a date, 1864. 
Near the centre, but somewhat in the 
background, is the man responsible for 
the hounds, Jack Halligan. In keeping 
with his status as an employee of 
a gentlemens’ club, he is wearing 
livery, his lapels with bright trim and 

Figure #1

Figure #2

Figure #4Figure #3



TORONTO AND NORTH YORK HUNT | 201536

buttons.* From the scant information 
that survives about the Toronto Hunt 
at that period, it is possible that a group 
this small may have constituted the 
entire fi eld. I doubt, though, that they 
were ever so perfectly posed in real life. 

Next we have a published set of six 
pen-and-ink sketches dating from 
1876. Only a dozen years had passed, 
but conditions in southern Ontario 
had changed dramatically. Toronto 
was now the capital of a province in 
a newly-formed dominion, and the 
city’s population was growing rapidly, 
its economy fl ush with railroads, 
manufacturing, and fi nance. The 
Canadian Illustrated News reported on 
November 11, 1876 (p. 286): “the Hunt 
has become fi rmly established and 
popular....The pack meets now twice a 
week, attended by from thirty to fi fty 

mounts and is rapidly numbering up.” 
Professional artist William Cruickshank 
fi lled a page of the newspaper with 
his impressions of one day’s hunt. 
He pictures William Copland MFH 
with his mutton chop whiskers, “the 
Meet” (Figure 2), “Going to Cover”, 
“Full cry” (Figure 3), “Lost scent,” and 
“Going home.” People and horses at 
the meet are facing in all directions, 
quite realistically; those on the left are 
watching someone “larking” (jumping 
when hounds are not running), to 
show off the ability of his bob-tailed 
nag to clear a hedge. One rider quaffs 
a stirrup cup. The woman with a tray 
and long apron probably works for the 
inn we see in the background. The man 
with cap in hand is collecting money 
for the hunt, which we still call the 
“capping fee.” In the crowd at the right 
we can make out the wheels of a long 

open carriage, its driver in a top hat 
with a rug over his knees, two ladies 
at the back; a man standing with one 
knee bent is leaning in to chat with 
its other occupants. The horse whose 
head we see at far right might be his, 
held by his groom. The artist nicely 
captures the cheerful social mood that 
we still enjoy before a hunt.

In Figure 3, we learn that the hunt was a 
spectator sport. Hounds in the distance 
are running hard, the riders racing to 
keep up. A year after this, in 1877, 
Eadweard Muybridge would create a 
set of photographs of a galloping horse, 
which forced artists (reluctantly) to 
accept the fact that the stretched-out 
pose Cruickshank used was unrealistic. 
In the foreground is a varied audience 
watching this run (probably a dragged 
scent). There are several passengers 
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Figure #5

in three carriages, and two men 
standing on the hill beside the road, 
and there are a lady and a gentleman 
on horseback. The lady’s old-style 
sidesaddle and long skirt are accurately 
drawn. I cannot resist comparing this 
to a painting, also entitled “Full Cry,” 
showing the Montreal Fox Hounds in 
1877 (Figure 4). The amateur artist 
(the chemist  Alfred Baumgarten, 
later MFH of that hunt) shows us two 
ladies who are clearly unfazed by the 
size of the fences. The fi eld master has 
stopped to signal back to the others not 
to endanger hounds and huntsman by 
passing him (still our chief rule, “don’t 
pass the Field Master!”). Each of the 25 
riders is identifi ed in a numbered key 
that accompanied this image. 

In that same year, on September 19, 
1877, the photographers Stanton and 

Vicars announced in The Globe that 
they would exhibit a portrait of the 
Toronto Hunt Club in their studio at 
numbers 47, 49 and 51 King St. West, 
Toronto. The fi rm doubtless produced 
many of these for sale; I have examined 
two, one in the Toronto Reference 
Library (Figure 5), and another, slightly 
smaller, similar but not identical, at 
the Toronto Hunt on Kingston Road.† 
Obviously these could not have been 
simple photographs, because the 
wet-plate process of the period made 
out-of-door photography extremely 
diffi cult, and only if the subject stays 
quite still. These are remarkable works 
of art, created using a technique made 
famous by William Notman in Montreal 
beginning in 1870.§ First an artist 
would sketch the entire composition, 
then each person would come to the 
studio and be photographed in their 

assigned pose. The individual prints 
were cut out and carefully pasted on 
a background picture. For realistic 
effect, people in the foreground would 
be larger than those further away. 
About 45 members of the Toronto 
Hunt had visited the King Street 
studio, and Jack Halligan had brought 
in a few hounds.** For each picture, 
a professional artist, Marmaduke 
Matthews, drew a large background 
landscape featuring one of the hunt’s 
favourite meeting places, Michael 
Slattery’s hotel with its attached stable 
(located on the west side of Dundas 
Street just south of Bloor). The studio 
kept careful record of each person’s 
name so that a numbered key could 
accompany each picture sold.‡

Because whatever records the Toronto 
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Hunt may have had were destroyed 
by fi re in 1910, the names of the 
sportsmen and sportswomen in this 
1877 composite photograph has 
special historical value. Even though 
the composition is artifi cial, it contains 
genuine photographs of identifi ed 
people. Later sources list as MFHs at 
that date the whiskey lords George 
W. Gooderham and his cousin James 
G. Worts, but in this picture the MFH 
is the brewer William Copland (who 
was also in the drawings of 1876 and 
1864).± The employee Halligan, not 
mounted, is called “kennel keeper,” 
while M. A. Thomas (owner of the 
European Hotel and Restaurant, 
30 King St. W.) assumes the role of 
huntsman. There are fi ve women, 
but we have a full view of only one, 
wearing a soft hat and long fl owing 
skirt. Born Louisa Coleman, she had 
married, two years previous, a young 
grain merchant, James Carruthers, 

who would later rise to prominence 
and wealth. She was no spectator. 
On Oct. 20 and 22, 1884, the Globe 
reported brilliant runs of the Toronto 
Hunt featuring Mrs. Carruthers near 
the front of the fi eld, and on Sept. 28, 
1895, it reported that she was one of 

several women competing at the race 
track (all side saddle, of course). 

The Toronto Reference Library is 
displayed “The Toronto Hunt Club 
at Slattery’s Hotel in 1877” as part 
of its exhibit for the Pan Am Games 
celebrating the history of sport. 
Looking at this remarkable object, 
today’s equestrians will probably 
notice some details that non-riders 
will overlook. Full bridles (with two 
bits) were more common then, but it 
is strange to see a second pair of reins 
on a single bit (in case one should 
break). Nosebands and saddle pads 
were then optional, but are now 
standard. No horse in the picture wore 
leg protection. The forward seat had 
not been invented (riding instructors 
gradually adopted it after Caprilli’s 
1909 triumph), so all the riders were 
leaning back, their legs forward, feet 
thrust well into their stirrups. Out of 
everyone who sees the picture, how 
many will understand that this was 
an elaborate composition, an artistic 
solution to what one photograph could 
never capture?

*   The man on the white horse was William Hendrie of Hamilton, who has been reported to 
have imported at that period a pack of harriers, which look like foxhounds but are smaller. 
Expert judges agree that the dogs in this sketch could be harriers, which increases our 
range of speculation about this image. 

†    For permission and assistance in my study of these two composite photographs, I am 
indebted to Gail Thompson at the Toronto Hunt and to Alan Walker at the Toronto Reference 
Library. I suspect that a few others may have survived in private hands.

§     J. Ross Robertson attributed this picture to the Toronto studio of Notman & Fraser, doubtless 
because the picture he owned, now at the Toronto Reference Library, was unsigned, but 
the signature on the one at the Toronto Hunt on Kingston Road, as well as contemporary 
reports, fully establish Stanton and Vicars as the creators.  

**    Although there appear to be more than 38 hounds, a close look shows that photos of a few 
individual hounds have been used repeatedly.  It is not so easy to determine whether a few 
horses were used numerous times or whether each rider brought in his or her mount. 

‡   The original keys have been lost, but fortunately, J. Ross Robertson in 1917 used one of 
these keys to ink red numbers onto both pictures, and caused numbered lists of names 
printed. 

±   When Frank Proctor reproduced this 1877 picture (Under Six Sovereigns, p. 44), he 
identifi ed the MFH as George Gooderham rather than Copland, but I have compared his 
face to other photographs of Gooderham and am sure that Proctor was mistaken.  

Polly and Frankie

The Toronto Hunt in 1877
... Continued

Photo by Denya



TORONTO AND NORTH YORK HUNT | 2015 39

Experience the splendor in the beautifully decorated dining 

rooms and the historical ambiance of the Hunt Pub with live 

entertainment Friday and Saturday nights.  

 
Make Hogan’s Inn your preferred venue for your 

business and social occasions.

Hogan’s Inn, conveniently located in King City just north of 

Toronto has been a landmark dining experience since 1851.  

With several Awards of Excellence for exquisite cuisine, 

Hogan’s ranks as one of Ontario’s finest restaurants.  

Located on the south west corner of King Road and Keele Street in King City.

Dining Special Events The Polo Lounge
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CAMELOT FARMS LIMITED 

 

 
 

Camelot Farms, a private, family owned and operated boarding stable, 
salutes Camelot boarders and Toronto & North York Hunt members, 
Polly Winsor and Carolyn Lane and remembers with fondness Camelot 
founder and Toronto & North York Hunt member, Richard Helmstadter. 

www.camelotfarmsstables.com 
905-888-9279 
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Hound Puppies Learn New Skills

The Puppy Walker
Reprinted by permission foxhuntinglife.com

Will You Walk a Puppy?
A poem by Will H. Ogilvie

‘Will you walk a puppy?’ 
the Hunt enquired.

Being sportsmen, we did as 
the Hunt desired.

And early in June there 
arrived a man

With an innocent bundle of 
white and tan.

A fat little Foxhound, 
bred to the game,

With a rollicking eye and a 
league-long name,

And he played with a cork at 
the end of a string;

And walking a puppy 
was ‘just the thing.’

No members of your hunting 
community are loved by Masters 

and huntsman as dearly as the puppy 
walkers. Each year these intrepid 
folk accept the arrival of a couple of 
playful pups to their country home 
in early summer to teach them their 
names, walking on lead, a semblance 
of civilized behavior, and a taste of life 
outside the kennel.

So, when your Masters praise the puppy 
walkers at the annual puppy show and 
bestow a small trophy upon those who 
walked the winning hounds, recall this 
poem by Will H. Ogilvie and give the 
puppy walkers their due!

My Puppy Walking 
text and photo by Heidi S. Mach

Being a puppy walker brings us 
great joy each season. It’s such 

fun to have these sweet puppies with 
us for a few months. Puppy walking 
is rewarding, and we teach them to 
come when called, how to be with 
other dogs and horses, and socializing 
skills. I enjoy watching them learn and 
grow up. For me, puppy walking adds 
so much to the hunting experience. 
It brings a better understanding and 
appreciation of hunting and what is 
involved to make it happen. It makes 
me proud to be part of the raising of 
our hounds. 

I love being able to pick out my hounds 
while out hunting. It is wonderful 
to see them out working with their 
pack, listening to the huntsman, and 
growing into great hounds. When that 
happens, I realize how the valuable 
experience we can offer them as 
puppies contributes to their maturity 
and ability to do what they love. 

Twenty years of 

“Puppy Walking”
By Gill von Teichman

Having checked the lovely silver 
stirrup cups which were given to 

puppy walkers at the annual Puppy 
Show, I discovered that we have been 
walking puppies since at least 1995, 
with the exception of a couple of 
years. We have had so many different 
puppies. Bold, shy, loving (mostly), 
wandering, always chewing, nipping 
and wagging. They are a lot of work. 
Aside from the obvious, they must 
be exposed to other animals, big and 
very little people, cars, tractors, water, 
hazards, noises, and, of course, lots of 
love. When they return to the hunt 
kennels, they are expected to come 
(mostly) when called by name, and 
walk out properly with a collar and 
lead.   

Over twenty years, we have been 
proud of the many puppies who have 
gone on to be excellent hounds in 
the hunt fi eld and in the show ring. 
The puppies  are walked, but never 
owned. They belong to the TNYH 
pack of hounds, but quite often, many 
months, or even years, after walking a 
particular puppy, a fully-grown hound, 
no longer recognizable, will suddenly 
recognize you after a hunt, in the 
yard, or by your trailer, with a huge 
wag and a lick. It’s heartwarming, and 
it really does make it all worthwhile. 
Walk Puppies! It is a very rewarding 
experience.

Editor’s Note: Please contact one of our Masters, 
Andy Bite or Laurel Byrne, regarding your 
interest in walking puppies for the Hunt. 

Festive

Federal & Festive

Photo by Cat

Suzanne Wilson walked Napkin, the Puppy 
Champion, here with Constance Boldt.

Photo by Cat

Can’t see it!
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Horses, people and dogs have always hung out companionably together as long as anyone can remember.  Hunters, 
hounds and Jack Russells are a natural triumvirate but all kinds of riders and their horses have formed partnerships 

with dogs of all breeds, shapes and sizes.  Some riders love smaller breeds, favouring Corgis and Terriers for their 
sparkling personalities and because one, or several, can fi t in anywhere in a vehicle packed full of tack and equipment 
and  they are more than keen to ride shot-gun for however long it takes to get to the Meet, the Show, Aiken or Florida.  
Other riders are partial to bigger types who love to ride out on hacks and whose size and teeth provide a deterrent to 
predators like coyotes or any two-legged varmints who have a notion to lurk around paddocks or tack rooms.  Many 
Horse people can’t decide and have at least one of each.  It’s not unusual when driving into a stable yard to be greeted 
by four, six or even more waving tails belonging to a mixed assortment of canines.  Companionship and security are 
two obvious reasons why horses, people and dogs have partnered up.  Here are a few more:

1. Nothing defi nes you so subtly as 
“country gentry” at social events as the 
faint whiff of Eau de Cheval and the 
traces of white terrier hair on your best 
black pants.

2. Dogs will always oblige by cleaning 
up hoof parings left behind by the 
Farrier.  Modestly, they will try 
to conceal their helpfulness from 
you.  Some, anxious for praise,  will 
regurgitate these tasty hoof treats so 
you can admire their work.  In the 
middle of the night. On your bed.

3. Pressed for time?  A terrier can be 
relied upon to graze your horse for you 
after your ride while you get on with 
other chores. Or even lead your horse 
out to the paddock.  Unfortunately, 
they have trouble opening gates.

4. Horses and dogs make for absorbing 
topics of conversation at any party.  
If the person with whom you are 
conversing has nothing to say on either 
subject, why on earth are you talking 
to them? Time to circulate before they 
whip out pictures of Grand-Kids.

5. Dogs are happy to keep your fl oors 
or stable yards free of any foodstuffs 
which might attract mice or bugs.  If it 
falls from your hand or fork, you can 
be assured your hardworking canine 
will lose no time in hoovering up the 
scraps.  You’re welcome.

6. Stressed? No need to spend money 
at a spa.  Look toward your dogs for 
hints of how to gain total relaxation.  
Emulate the “downward dog”.  Imitate 
that “paws up in the air, dead to the 
world, slight drool at the side of the 
mouth” sleeping position.

7.  Need aromatherapy?  Two of the 
best smells in the world: Horses’ noses 
and dogs’ paws.  Babies’ heads are a 
distant third.

8. Terriers specialize in keeping feral 
barn cats on their toes.  If the cats can’t 
manage to keep the mice and rats in 
line, your Jack Russell Terrier will fi ll 
the breech.   Cats have yet to form a 
Union to combat this threat to their 
employment.

9. Canadian winters can be long and 
cold.  Dogs are excellent bed warmers.

10. When the Horse Show doesn’t go 
to plan, when you’re covered in mud 
from a fall, when life has just handed 
you lemons, your dogs will bring you 
joy and laughter.

10 Reasons Why Horse People Have A Dog
by Suzanna O’Connor

“Yes, I have a licence - see, it’s on my collar.”

“Got it, Mum........ All good.”

A hard day of the “office”.

“No, this is NOT your dinner.”
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Whenever we can, my husband 
Andy and I try to tag on a bit 

of riding with any travelling we do. 
A few years ago, while on a trip to 
Rome, Stacey Adams at Active Riding 
Trips set up a three night stay at I Due 
Laghi, a country Relais and Equestrian 
Centre just 45 minutes north of 
Rome. Situated overlooking Lake 
Bracciano, the gently hilly countryside 
is spectacularly beautiful.  Not only 
is the riding fantastic but the quaint 
Agriturismo Inn provided incredible 
meals and lodging.

The Equestrian Centre is also home to 
a pack of hounds that are occasionally 
used for  drag hunting.  When Maria 
the manager of the riding school 
found out that we were foxhunters, 
she arranged for us to accompany 
the huntsman and herself on hound 
exercise.  As you can see from these 
photos, we had a fabulous weather, 
nice horses, and a wonderfully unique 
experience! 

Exercising Hounds in Italy
by Karen Cybulski
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In England, it’s de rigueur for eventing horses of all levels to spend their winter season in the foxhunting fi eld, but in 
the U.S., not so much. In this country, the hunt fi eld is not necessarily where young eventing enthusiasts start their 

passion for galloping at hedges and coops, or where young horses fi nd their balance and footing across varied terrain.

We reap the benefi ts when we import 
sensible Irish horses that have already 
been out for two seasons at the age of 
5, but it is certainly less common than 
it used to be to fi nd crossover between 
the two disciplines.

Leo, I decided, was going to take the 
old fashioned route to fi nding his 
cross country talents; we were going 
to foxhunt. He has come an incredibly 
long way in the 18 months that I’ve 
owned him, in both cross country 
acumen and fi tness for the activities 
required in eventing, but there is still 
something missing.

A horse that doesn’t go outside of an 
arena for the fi rst six years of his life 
is just a little behind in terms of fi tness 
and balance, in my opinion. It’s the 
base layer that sustains you, and that’s 
established early in their life.

It’s silly, really; we eventers have very 
similar goals to foxhunters, but we 
have a bit of snobbery going on, as both 
sides think that the other is mostly 
insane. We are each seeking a horse 
that has a good balance, comfortable 
gaits, fi tness that lasts, an effi cient 
gallop, good aids for whoa and go, sure 
footing no matter what the terrain, and 
smarts over solid fences set in different 
situations.

Yes, the average foxhunter doesn’t 
care if their horse goes on the bit. Yes, 
they occasionally trot or canter on 
gravel or even paved roads. Yes, they 
probably run through mud that you 
wouldn’t dream of putting your fancy 
import into. However, it is one of the 
few sports where you will fi nd the 
same passion and camaraderie as you 
do in eventing.

Foxhunters are die hard, and they 
don’t shy away from rain/sleet/snow/
freezing conditions. Their social circle is 
defi ned by their club, and they always 

have a good luncheon afterwards that 
is provided by the members. If there is 
a fl ask going around, you are always 
offered some. Sharing is important. 
While chitchat is not encouraged 
during the hunt, it always happens in 
hushed tones, as everyone wants to be 
friendly.

This is not to say that all eventing 
horses should go foxhunting. I 
attempted to take Nyls on a summer 
walk and talk two years ago, and it 
was an abysmal experience. For FOUR 
HOURS STRAIGHT, he ran sideways, 
he ran backwards (into a creek a few 
times), he reared, he frothed from 
every pore in his body, he champed at 

the bit, he jigged, he kicked out. It was 
a nightmare, and I quickly established 
a “no group trail rides” rule for him.

Leo is a much more laid-back dude, 
and as he didn’t really do much in 
his fi rst six years of life, he has no 
expectations for competition or group 
activities, and I fi gured that my chances 
on him involved a greater survival 
rate. I selected a hunt on territory that 
I usually use for hacking, just in case I 
had to run home in an emergency of 
badly behaved horse.

I was not to worry though, because Leo 
took to hunting like a fi sh to water! 
He said yes to group trail rides! Yes to 
galloping in a cluster down a hill, yes 
to standing stock still and listening to 
hounds, and yes to trotting for long 
periods of time on small trails.

He didn’t mind people running up his 
butt, onto his butt or in fact accidentally 
playing bumper cars with the horse in 
front of him. He had no inclination to 
run faster, beat anybody or really pull 
at all. When the staff came fl ying by 
him at a full gallop on a 5-foot wide 
path, he didn’t move at all, but mildly 
watched as they blew by.

As a gigantosaurus (offi cial title) and 
also a full warmblood, Leo struggles 
with the fi tness aspect. I’ve never had 
a full warmblood before (Nyls is about 
65%), and I didn’t anticipate the big 
difference in how much work it takes 
to get them strong for cross country.

Since this foxhunting thing seems to 
work out, I’m hoping to use the rest of 
the season to get Leo out and galloping 
more and using his brain to fi nd his 
feet, wherever they may be. As a 
bonus, after the chaos of a hunt fi eld, I 
don’t think he’ll ever be worried about 
a crowded warm-up arena ever again!

The Leo Chronicle: Adventures in Foxhunting
by Kate Samuels ~ photos by Joe Samuels

Leo smiling post-hunt
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One such hack was held on a beautiful day in early 
July, when intrepid foxhunters and friends gathered 

to ride the challenges of the Beaver Valley. Steep hills, 
sometimes rocky terrain, lush fi elds and scenic roads 
combined to make a great ride. Upon our return we were 
greeted with a sumptuous Bar B Q set out under the 
trees at “Rabbit Run”. Our hosts Master Andy Bite, his 
wife Karen, and property owner/joint ride leader Nancy 
Beacon, had set the stage for a fabulous day. And that it 
was, as the photos prove! 

Remember in 2016 to sign up early for these Gourmet 
Hacks – they sell out quickly because they are always a fun 
and rewarding day.

Gourmet Hacks: 
What do Foxhunters do in the off -Season

by Bev Nicholson

Some riders compete in other disciplines but, for many, summer is a time for exploring and hacking on 
new trails. We are lucky to have members who sponsor or host Gourmet Hacks in their area…so combine 

exploring new trails and gathering after the ride to share in a well-deserved feast, and you have a day 
equestrian dreams are made of! Everyone is welcome and it is a great way to introduce friends to our hunt 
members and, as fund raisers for our hunt, the support for TNYH is greatly appreciated.

A refreshing sight at the Rabbit Run Gourmet hack
Photo by Wendy Webb Photography

Photo by Gord Kerr of the Grey Country
and “Klondike” Gourmet Hack
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3 sensational Gourmet hacks in 
2015 were hosted by:

Alison Miller, Jayne & Gord Kerr, in the Grey County 
area and “The Klondike”, a reforested area with great 
horse trails

Ron Adams and Glenn Jones, in the picturesque Mono 
Cliffs Provincial Park

Karen Cybulski, Andy Bite, & Nancy Beacon, held at 
Nancy’s Rabbit Run Farm in the beautiful Beaver Valley

#4 - #6 Photos by Glenn Jones of the Mono Cliffs Gourmet Hack

#1-#3 Photos by Wendy Webb Photography, the Rabbit Run Gourmet Hack

#1 #2

#3

#5

#4

#6



50 TORONTO AND NORTH YORK HUNT | 201550



TORONTO AND NORTH YORK HUNT | 2015 5151

LongRun Thoroughbred Retirement 
Society, a registered charity which 

operates out of offi ces on the grounds 
of Woodbine, is dedicated to help 
Thoroughbred racehorses fi nd that 
perfect retirement home after their 
days at the track are done. We know we 
made a perfect match when we placed 
First Out (now known as “Creemore”) 
with adopter Andrea McGowan.  A 
lightly raced grey gelding by Trajectory, 
he was given some down time by his 
trainer, Darren Glennon, before he 
was adopted by Andrea in 2010.

Andrea tells us “My spouse-like unit 
does not share my passion for horses, 
but his passion for beer inspired 
me to name my new horse after his 
favourite brewery in an effort to 
make Creemore’s introduction to the 
family more appealing.” And what an 
addition to the family he has been!  

Creemore’s calm and level-headed 
nature enables Andrea to use him 
for a variety of disciplines and in any 

number of different environments.  
She tells us “The horses benefi t 
from a period of winding down 
and evaluation for future pursuits 
– a recipe for successful adoption. 
LongRun isn’t a rescue operation, it’s 
a career development centre, whether 
that career is performance, pleasure or 
companionship.”

Andrea is constantly in touch with 
her friends at LongRun, updating us 
constantly with pictures of her boy. 
“My friends get tired of me saying he’s 
the best horse in the world, but I don’t 
care.  He’s funny (his horse-yoga poses 
crack me up); he’s friendly (he once 
scared a woman out of her wits when 
he marched up her stroller and gave 
her toddler a good-natured sniff); he’s 
freaky (who knew rocks and shadows 
could be so alarming!!); and he’s a 
force of positivity in my life.  I don’t 

think that there is anything Creemore 
couldn’t do.”

Editor’s note: LongRun is well-established, and 
volunteers are a critical part of their success. 
Please contact them at  http://longrunretirement.
com/ if you might be interested in helping ex-
racehorses get ready for their second careers. You 
will often hear of these horses as OTTB’s, an 
acronym for “Off The Track Thoroughbreds”. 

A Perfect Match!
by Vicki Pappas ~ photos courtesy of Andrea McGowan
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At our Hunt Ball last fall, 
Melinda Brewer kindly 

donated a stunning portrait of a 
fox for the live auction to benefi t 
the hunt, and Wolf von Teichman, 
ex-MFH, snapped up the gorgeous 
painting. Not only has Melinda 
been generous to our hunt, but in 
2007, she was also commissioned 
to paint a portrait of some TNYH 
hounds, which was presented 
to the retiring TNYH huntsman, 
Mark Powell. 

When Melinda Brewer started painting 
in 1982, her subjects were primarily 
wildlife and more specifi cally birds, 
leading to her being awarded, twice, 
“National Artist” by Ducks Unlimited 
Canada. But that was before she met 
her fi rst polo pony. 

In 1992, she was commissioned to 
paint a horse portrait, and, fortuitously, 
was invited to her fi rst polo 
game. The stars aligned, 
and Melinda’s career as 
a painter of polo ponies 
started. While Melinda 
herself would never 
describe herself as such, 
politely modest but proud 
of her accomplishments, 
she is unquestionably 
a celebrated painter of 
wildlife, birds, polo ponies, 
and foxhounds. Foxhounds 
captured her heart and 

brush stroke with her connection to 
Marg Smith, whipper-in of Lake of 
Two Mountains outside of Montreal. 
It was, as she says, “possibly her fi rst 
great excuse to get to paint hounds”. 

Foxhunting enthusiasts would tell 
you that there is nothing that sends 
shivers down our spines like the 
huntsman blowing “Gone Away” on 
his horse, and hearing a pack in full 
cry. But an equally emotive response 
is elicited when looking at Melinda’s 
paintings of her foxhounds looking 
out of a hound truck. She captures that 
moment, for both hounds and riders in 

anticipation of a day’s hunting which 
is about to unfold, starting with the 
ramp coming down and the hounds 
pour out. Foxhunters know how it 
will feel to wait, with horses waiting, 
maybe fretting, until the huntsman 
fi nally moves off, with hounds ready 
to do what they’ve been bred to do. 
Those handsome eager faces Melinda 
captures so poignantly represent 
years, indeed centuries, of thoughtful 
breeding, care, and great respect.

What drew Melinda to painting 
foxhounds was their expressions, their 
gentle nature, the glory of team work 

seen when running as 
a pack, and especially 
in the autumn light, 
which is her favourite 
time of year, with the 
golds, reds, and the fall 
light.  And, of course, 
horses and hounds go 
together, so horses as 
subjects entered her 
life as well.

Through Tom and 
Taddy Cork, she met 

Melinda Brewer
by Denya Massey ~ Photos courtesy of Melinda Brewer
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Mark Powell, TNYH huntsman at the 
time, who showed her the kennels, 
and she immediately started painting 
a series of hounds poking their heads 
out of the hound trucks – selling out 
completely! 

Her love of painting polo ponies has a 
special place in her heart, and the polo 
community should thank the Montreal 
Polo Club, as it was there in 1992 that 
Melinda fi rst fell in love. She credits 
the horses themselves, the colours, the 
exciting nature of the sport, and the 
men who all ride so differently that 
each rider and each pony is unique. 
She says she “was captivated by the 
wraps, tack, trailers, horses standing so 
quietly that would explode into action, 
and I was hooked, especially as no one 
in the art world was concentrating on 
today’s polo world.”

From that love combined with 
her extraordinary talent, Melinda 
has a permanent exhibition of the 
Best Playing Pony portraits at the 
International Polo Club in Palm Beach, 
Florida, as well as a permanent show at 
the National Museum of Polo. In effect, 
she has become a documentarian for 
famous polo ponies, including painting 
each polo pony that goes into their Hall 
of Fame. She credits polo for making 
her more comfortable with painting 
people which links back to foxhunting 
– she began painting riders, starting 
with Alfi e Smith, then the huntsman 
for Lake of Two Mountains.

But nothing can displace foxes; “they 
are forever”, she says. She’s painted 
foxes since she began painting, and 
continues on. She related her recent 
visit to Aiken, and when it was just too 
wet to hunt, Joe Hardiman, huntsman 
of Whiskey Road Hounds, shared his 
stories of hunting, how he trusts and 
works his hounds, explaining his 
emotional connection to hunting, 
to hounds, to his quarry – how it all 
evolves, and she “let the experiences 
soak in, as it fi lls my art work”.

The majority of Melinda’s painting is 
commission, which pays the bills, but 
is challenging, she says, but she enjoys 
the project aspect, constructing a new 
project. However, “when a commission 
is done, I jump to something I want 
to do for myself, and image I’ve seen 
or have in my mind – it is important 
for me to paint that, then back to a 
commission.”

Melinda was open to a conversation, 
answering some questions for HARK! 
readers.

What is the most indispensable tool in 
your studio?
My paint tray – almost 80 colours in 
all, and my brushes – I probably have 
as many brushes as colours!

Who are your major infl uences, and 
why?
Maybe not infl uences, per se, but 
favourites: Toulouse Lautrec, John 
Singer Sargeant, Alfred Munnings, 
Paul Brown.

Have you painted dogs or horses you 
have owned, and is it different than 
painting a commissioned portrait?
Only twice - my dog Karrot and my 

horse 3 Magic Beans, and both after 
they died. No, there’s no difference, 
but I don’t have time to work on my 
own projects.

Do you ride, foxhunt, or play polo?
I ride at least 5 days a week, but visit 
the barn every day. Have owned/
ridden since I was 14, and I’ve been 
cubbing but have yet to own a hunt 
type horse. Yes, it would be fun to 
foxhunt on the right horse.

Tell us about a special painting, pony, 
horse, dogs, and place!
A special painting – usually the 
one I’m working on or have just 
completed! A couple I have kept for 
myself: a fl ock of geese – November 
Sky (on my website), four hounds 
called Shady Break, from early, early 
photos of Lake of Two Mountain 
hounds, a large oil in my dining 
room.

A special polo pony – all of them!!

A special horse – my current horse, 
such a sweetheart, Captain Crunch – I 
just love him!

Special dogs – all of them, but mostly 
my Labradors, my favourite breed.

Special place – my studio after dinner 
or oil painting in the sunroom in the 
afternoon, oh, and the barn!

Melinda on her new horse, Captain Crunch.
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Proudly Serving
You For Over
25 Years!
Heartfelt Thanks to our
Loyal Customers for supporting
Local & Ontario Farmers

Farmer Fresh Produce: from our table to yours

Including Holidays 8:00 A.M. – 7:00 P.M.
5-584-9461905 16930 Airport Road www.ROCKGARDENFARMS.CA

2.5 Km North of Caledon East Just 15 Minutes from Bolton

Open Everyday! April ~November

Off ingeriffff you a large variety of annuals, perennials, potted roses, tulips, patio pots,
nghangin baskets, hydrangeas, azaleas, pansies, herbs and vegetable plants. Fresh cut

fl ers,owe fresh fruits and vegetables, free range farm eggs, preserves, maple syrup,
home baked pies and bread daily Available in the Fall: Apples, Squash, Pumpkins,

Winter Potatoes, Corn Stalks, Fall Decorations and Bales of Straw

Ontario Grown Produce In Season
U-Pick&Ready Picked Strawberries (Approx. June 20th)

MARKET&GARDENCENTRE

Eat Local & Taste the Difference!
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What to do when it is time to 
retire your hunt horse, as they 

can’t be a hunt horse anymore, and 
hearing that mournful whinny as the 
trailer pulls out of the yard heading 
for that day’s hunt fi xture haunts you. 
When you have a horse who can take 
care of their rider, has been there and 
done that, with impeccable ground 
manners, retiring to the life of a lawn 
ornament is simply not an option, but 
what’s to be done?

I’m talking about my Maximillion, 
affectionately known as Max, whom I 
bought at age 7. He is now 24 years 
old, and in his foxhunting life, he has 
done Horse Trials up to Training Level, 
and has hunted with Eglinton Caledon, 

Toronto and North York, Hamilton, 
Wellington Waterloo, London, and 
Montreal hunts in Canada, and 
Hillsboro Hounds in Tennessee, Full 
Cry and the Mooreland hunts in 
Alabama. A long and impressive list! 
He started Carl hunting, and when Carl 
commenced whipping-in to huntsman 
Steve Clifton with ECH, he rode Max. 

I wanted our Max to continue to 
have a job, so we looked into the 
possibility of a new career for him as 
a therapeutic mount. I had heard of a 
well-managed facility in Puslinch, the 
Sunrise Therapeutic Riding Centre. 
We made the call and, after hearing 
Max’s history, the riding director Nikki 
Duffi eld was interested in coming out 
to assess Max’s suitability. I suggested 
we trailer Max out to their facility 
instead. I really wanted to check out 
the place for myself, and see how Max 
reacted to being there. The grounds 
were immaculate and the horse 
management was a mirror image of 
ours, horses kept outdoors with run 
in sheds and a maximum of four to a 

4-5 acre pasture. The barn manager 
lives on site, and the lesson horses are 
schooled weekly by competent riders 
so they are focused and easily managed 
in their lessons with the special needs 
students, both youngsters and adults.

Max performed wonderfully both 
under saddle and when exposed to 
various stimuli and obstacles. He 
passed the assessment, and they 
wanted to know when he could 
come to commence his trial period 
to determine if he would actually 
work out in their program. The rest is 
history, as after a tearful farewell Max 
successfully completed his ‘probation’ 
period and is one of the more popular 
horses in the barn. He is used to train 
lead volunteers because of his gentle 
and patient nature. Max has never 
been a one trick pony and at 24 years 
old is still teaching new riders and 
handlers the joy of equine partnership!

For more information, please contact:
Nikki Duffi eld, Director,
nikkid@sunrise-therapeutic.ca
Sunrise Therapeutic Riding Centre

What To Do When It’s Time To Retire Your Hunt Horse
by Janet Feairs ~ photos by Karin McDonald / Beaumirage Digital Photography

courtesy of Janet Feairs
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Keira
by Ron Charles

After my fi rst horse, Saumur, a chestnut Anglo/
Trakehner reached an impressive 27 years, 

he couldn’t do the Landowner breakfast meet any 
longer. I had to get serious about a new horse and 
more hunting. My number one criteria was to 
fi nd a horse that would go it alone as we hacked 
the hills of Mulmur. I tried two big handsome 
Hanoverians. Neither were bold enough and were 
more comfortable in the arena, so back they went. 
Two years wasted and lots of challenging riding. I 
found Keira in Campbellville at a hunter jumper 
sales barn. She is 9 years old, bred and broke by 
Mennonites. She is a TB/Hanoverian/Clyde cross, 
dark brown and chrome all around! Terry Weaver 
of carriage background drove her, and his daughter 
evented her regularly in 2012 and 2013. As part of 
my purchase agreement, I brought her to our farm 
and tried her all over the hills of Mulmur, a test 
she passed with fl ying colours. Next - try her with 
the hounds and the fi eld. John and Ros did a great 
orientation session for us. She just got better with 
cubbing exercises. This is our second year hunting 
now and we are both really enjoying it.

Luther
by Carolyn Lane

Luther came into my life in 2009 as an unbacked 2 year old 
registered Friesian Sporthorse from Lone Oaks Percherons 

and Sporthorses in Manitoba. He was to be my fancy dressage 
horse, but little did we know that we would fi nd our passion 
in riding to hounds! We were both new to the sport, starting 
in the fi eld when Luther was four, and, despite a fair number 
of rather ‘animated rides’ and ‘unplanned dismounts’, together 
we’ve come to love it thanks to the guidance of experienced 
TNYH members. My greatest source of pride is when someone 
asks to place their horse behind Luther because of his (usually!) 
calm nature. We’re still working on ditch crossings, we still hunt 
in a dressage saddle, and yes, vegetarians can be foxhunters too!

Unforeseen Foxhunters. . . .

Horses whose past did not foretell being a true foxhunter!

Photo by Cat

Photo by Denya

323418 East Linton Road West
Kemble, Ontario N0H 1S0

519-371-4239
1-800-981-6681

www.horsehabit.ca
ellen@horsehabit.ca

8 kms North of Owen Sound
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From Interested Rider to a Subscribing Member: 

How the Opportunity to Ride in an Invitational Hunt Made a Diff erence!

I have ridden practically all my life 
and in various disciplines, but 

mostly western and in the Quarter 
Horse circuits. As life became busier, 
my riding became less. Although we 
still had horses, my husband’s love 
of driving (Percherons) limited my 
options of “riding” material!

Two years ago, I noticed a poster 
in a local tack shop advertising an 
opportunity to “try a hunt” with the 
TNYH, a special hunt for those who 
have never tried hunting before. Since 
our driving horses were “somewhat 
rideable” and I had one favourite 
(Tristan, who is affectionately known 
as “The Mountain”), I thought “Why 
not!”

I polished up my English saddle 
and bridle (which took quite a bit of 
adjustment to fi t my new mount), 
loaded Tristan up and, taking all of my 
nerve with me, I arrived at the kennels 
that beautiful September morning.

I was pleased to see all sorts of 
disciplines at this invitational event: 
English and Western; Thoroughbreds, 
Quarter Horses, Saddlebreds, and 
more; representatives from various 
riding clubs; riders of all ages. And 
some riders just like me – arriving and 
eager to participate just out of curiosity.

At 10 am sharp, we gathered around 
for our stirrup cup (which I managed 
to spill all down the side of my gray 

to my embarrassment), 
introductions and welcomes 
were made, and the hounds 
were assembled.

The hounds! It was so breath-
taking to see them cavorting 
around while waiting for the 
huntsman to move off, and 
the Members in full hunt 
attire on their immaculately 
turned out mounts. When we 
arrived back from that fi rst 
ride, I knew then I wanted to 
be a part of this exciting, fun 
event on horseback.

I joined as a Subscriber this 
year and I want to share the 

encouragement, camaraderie, and 
fun with others thinking about trying 
this amazing discipline and club. Both 
Tristan and I are still learning, but it is 
with the patience and encouragement 
of many of the members we ride with 
that we are improving and even trying 
more events!

Editor’s note: Invitational Hunts are intended 
to give riders who are interested in trying 
foxhunting the opportunity to come out with 
Members and the Huntsman with hounds to 
experience the atmosphere, meet Members, 
ride over some of our country, and see how the 
hounds work. Delighted to read about Jayne’s 
day, and her enthusiasm!

An Unforseen Hunter Starts at the Invitational Hunt
by Jayne Kerr & “Tristan”

519.940.3108  
Rustikrestaurant.ca 
199 Broadway, Orangeville, ON

Tristan being driven by Gord Kerr

Photo by Reuben
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14 series 
lighting collection

Design: Omer Arbel
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True executive search 
for the senior fi nance 

and accounting market

Lance Osborne
president | 416.915.4119

lance@osbornefi nancialsearch.com
www.osbornefi nancialsearch.com
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This year we had a whopping 21 teams! How lucky we were with the weather, the hospitality of our 
hosts Riccardo and Emily Bozzo at their Cinespace Film Studios in Kleinburg, the generousity of the 

volunteers, and the wonderful lunch for this year’s Hunter Pace event! Let’s not forget the charming and 
iconic donkey, Houdini, who captured hearts of the riders, if not the horses! 

We were relieved we had not dampened 
Riccardo and Emily’s enthusiasm for 
allowing us to take over their lovely 
property for a second year! What great 
good sports, kindly allowing the teams 
of horses, riders, guests, and kids to 
use their lovely setting for our Hunter 
Pace competition. Grateful and hungry 
riders, as well as those who had 
done little more than cheer on their 
favourite teams, positively inhaled a 
delicious lunch. 

Our Hunter Pace event is an excuse 
for riders who foxhunt, friends who 
ride but don’t hunt, and supporters of 
Toronto & North York Hunt to gather 
together after spring hunting is over. 
We ride semi-competitively over 
terrain fl agged to simulate hunting 
country, trying to match a time set by 
our huntsman, John Harrison, who 
rides the fl agged course a few days 
ahead, as though he was a member of 
the fi eld when out hunting.

This is the lucky or not-so-lucky 
part of the competition…. the ride is 
generally over an hour long, but times 
vary as each team tries to ride to the 
optimum time, although some might 
be on horses that are on summer 
holiday so take as much time as they 

like. One team, Frank 
Smeenk and Pierrette 
Legros, rode out on their 
two horses, leading their 
old foxhunter, Wilbur, 
who did not want to 
be left behind at home! 
Because they kindly 
allowed the course to 
go over their property 
as well, they brought 
Wilbur with them for 
the fi rst leg, and popped 
Wilbur into his paddock 
at home on the way 
back! Wilbur thought 
it was a dream day and 
showed no intention of 
letting the younger kids 
show him up!

A big thank you to all the volunteers 
for making this a very successful event, 
but with special thanks to Taddy Cork, 

who as ever made it all happen – on a 
‘grisly’ rainy day (Taddy’s description) 

Hunter Pace Event - JUNE 13th 2015
Text and Photos by Denya Massey

Wilbur, ready for the hack!

Don’t mess with me, big horses!

The winning team “Tears For Feairs”
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she marked the entire 
course with ribbons to show 
the way, then went out with 
John for his ride as he set the 
competitive time. (And she 
convinces her very capable 
son Jonty to do the timing 
each year!) A special shout 
out to Monica Wilkinson 
for organizing the awards 
and gifts table, with the ever 
smiling, every helpful Heidi!

The ribbon ceremony is 
never without its catcalls, 
whistling, and cheering for 
all the ribbon getters! Janet 
and Carl Feairs were closest to the 
optimum time, with their team, “Tears 
for Feairs” followed closely by “Chicks 
with Sticks”, with Debbie Reynolds, 
Catherine Fielding and Julia Kierans 
in the irons.  “Blazing Saddles”, 

complete with the youngest rider of 
the day, Ros Kennedy, and teammates 
Ros, Laura, and Charlotte Balding, 
took 3rd place, and the fastest time 
of the Hunter Pace. “Crazy Canucks” 
Mike Egan and Kristina Fernandez 

took 4th, followed by “Dom’s 
Dominators” (I was afraid to 
ask!!) with Kathleen Wilson, 
Meghan Machado, and 
Kathleen Freethy in 5th; the 
“Dark Horse Riders” team 
– totally cool in black and 
white, horses and clothing 
- of Michael Belcourt, 
Heidi Sauder and Monica 
Wilkinson in 6th. Wendy and 
Frank De Bartolo turn out so 
beautifully every year, horses 
fully braided and polished, 
winning the well deserved 
“Best Turnout Award”!

A fi nal word of thanks to Riccardo, 
Emily, Houdini and family for having 
us back again – hopefully we can make 
it a hat trick for 2016!

Lunchtime!!

Dark Horse Riders

Andy Laurel Michael & Riccardo Blazing Saddles
Doms’ Dominators

Crazy Canucks

Chicks with Sticks

Our timer Jonty Harris

Best turnout Wendy &
Frank diBartelo

Hoping for a ribbon! Monica Wilkinson at work

Houdini seeing what mischief he can create
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2015
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Hunter Pace
Teams

Photos by Denya
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HHunt Breakfasts, elegant weddings, 
ccasual get--ttogethers.  

WWe know how to throw a party!  

wwww.gourmandissimo.com  
9905--5584--00005  

CCatering all of life's special  
ooccasions.  
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4-Star Trailer Sales & Service  

CALL 519-268-2050 
Web: www.grantontrailers.com,  

EMail: grantontrailers@execulink.com  

 
2015 Toronto North York Hunt Club Members  
10% Discount on In-House Labour till Dec. 31, 2015 
HORSE Trailers, STOCK Trailers, LIVING QUARTERS 
Hitches, Brake Controls, Awnings, Safeties, Welding  
Mon.~Fri.8–5, Saturdays8~12 (East of London, ON) 
4764 Dundas St, RR2 Thorndale, ON N0M2P0(ThamesCentre)  

 
SUPERIOR ENGINEERING, CUSTOM TRAILERS 

Low Res-Logo
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The TNYH Christmas Party was held on December 
7th, 2014. Unlike other years where we were 

almost snowed in and had to get the tractor out to 
extricate cars and trucks from the ditch, the weather 
cooperated and we had a large crowd of members, 
friends and their children and grandchildren. 
Donations to the local food bank by both members 
and friends of the hunt were very generous.

Suzanne Wilson and her team had decorated the 
clubhouse beautifully and everyone was in a festive 
mood. While the adults imbibed, the children 
decorated donuts and were very excited when Klaus 
Nienkamper arrived with his team of Friesian horses 
and gave everyone wagon rides.

A number of presentations were made. Ron Adam 
received his colours and then snuck away for other 
duties. The Susan Jane Anstey Memorial Field Hunter 
Cup was presented to Wolf von Teichman for Sterling 
as Field Hunter of the year. The whippers-in were 
thanked for all their hard work during the hunting season.

Members and guests outdid themselves with a variety of 
outstanding dishes and foods for the potluck luncheon. Despite 
the wonderfully large turnout, everyone seemed to fi nd a seat 
and enjoyed the food and drink and a festive spirit fi lled the 
clubhouse.

Santa Claus fi nally made his appearance and he brought gifts 
for the all the children. He was ably assisted by one of his elves. 
Later John and Ros brought out the hounds - children and adults 
had an opportunity to visit with the hounds, and wish them a 
happy holiday and safe trip down south!

TNYH Christmas Party
by Andy Bite ~ photos by Cat
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Fine Country Homes, Equestrian & Sporting Properties

Carolyn Scime 
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In contrast to the elegant Hunt Ball and the jolly spirit of 
our annual Christmas party, the lunch at Terra Nova was 

a welcome and cheery get-together in the middle of the 
winter. The intent was simply to gather some foxhunters 
and friends together, including
a couple of new members, 
and enjoy reconnecting, while 
sharing tall tales and comparing 
survival notes during a very 
cold winter! Despite the winter 
doldrums, some of us were 
looking very fresh on a wicked 
winter day, cozy in the warmth 
of the Terra Nova Pub! Thank 
you to Karen and Andy for 
some midday ‘spirits’ to go 
with our lunch!

On May 8th earlier this 
year, Janet Cottrelle and 

Rob Collins were married in 
Toronto. Their guests were 
invited to a cocktail party at the 
Gooderham House, and, part 
way through the evening, Janet 
changed into an evening length 
fl oral gown with a short veil 
for a ‘surprise wedding’ with 
their most cherished friends and 
family, including Janet’s mother, 
Mrs. Cottrelle. Our very best 
wishes to one of TNYH’s longest 
members and her new husband!

Winter Get-Together at 
Terra Nova Pub

by Denya Massey

Janet Cottrelle &
Rob Collins
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