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Breed & Discipline Updates

Toronto	 &	 North	 York	 Pony	 Club	 member	 Stephanie	 Conner,	 who	 represented	
Central	 Ontario	 Region	 and	 Canada	 at	 the	 2014	 International	 Mounted	 Games	
Exchange	in	the	United	Kingdom,	vaults	onto	her	pony	while	participating	in	Equine	
Mounted	Games	Canada	demonstrations	at	the	Royal	Winter	Fair.

Pony Clubbers Show Off Their Skills At The Royal 
Submitted by the Central Ontario Region Pony Club 

One	event	that	immediately	comes	to	mind	when	people	think	of	
Pony	Club	is	Prince	Philip	Games,	which	consists	of	relay	games	
performed	while	the	rider	is	mounted	on	their	pony.	

The	discipline	dates	back	to	the	1950s	 in	England.	With	games	
such	 as	 “Wizard’s	 Castle,”	 “Pony	 Express”	 and	 “Canadian	
Race,”	 (which,	 of	 course,	 involves	 hockey!),	 teams	 of	 five	
show	 off	 various	 skills	 over	 the	 100-yard	 course.	 Riders	 must	
manipulate	 props	 in	 hand,	 direct	 their	 horses	 around	 obstacles	
and	sometimes	dismount	to	perform	a	task	only	to	vault	back	on	
before	passing	the	baton	to	the	next	rider	in	the	relay.
 
Central	 Ontario	 Region	 holds	 a	 three-meet	 series	 each	 spring,	
with	 each	 meet	 scheduled	 several	 weeks	 apart.	 The	 regional	
champion	team	is	decided	after	the	results	of	the	third	meet	are	
tallied.	With	the	first	meet	held	as	early	as	the	first	weekend	in	
May,	branches	across	the	region	are	already	hard	at	work	as	early	
as	January,	practicing	the	games	and	perfecting	various	skills.
 
Pony	Club	members	who	participate	in	the	Prince	Philip	Games,	
commonly	 called	 PPGs,	 have	 opportunities	 to	 proceed	 to	 zone	
and	 national	 levels	 of	 play,	 and	 can	 apply	 to	 be	 a	 member	 of	
Canadian	 Pony	 Club’s	 International	Mounted	 Games	 Exchange	
Team.	The	Central	Ontario	Region	(COR)	Pony	Club	 is	proud	to	
be	 represented	 by	 Uxbridge-Scugog	 branch	 member	 Bryson	
Strickland,	who	will	travel	with	the	national	team	to	the	July	2015	
International	Mounted	Games	Exchange,	 hosted	 by	 the	United	
States.
 
“As	 a	 team-based	 discipline,	 PPGs	 really	 allow	 the	 members	
to	form	a	bond	that	will	always	mean	so	much	to	them	as	they	
reflect	back	on	 their	days	 in	Pony	Club,”	says	Toronto	&	North	
York	 branch	 district	 commissioner	 Anita	 Barnes.	 Anita	 and	 her	
husband,	 Colin,	 were	 Pony	 Clubbers	 as	 youth	 growing	 up	 in	
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Great	Britain,	and	their	passion	for	the	organization,	and	PPGs	in	
particular,	is	infectious.

Many	 Pony	 Clubbers	 extend	 their	 enthusiasm	 for	 games	 by	
competing	in	events	with	the	Ontario	chapter	of	Equine	Mounted	
Games	 Canada	 (EMGC).	 Several	 COR	 members	 took	 part	 in	
EMGC’s	demonstrations	at	 the	Royal	Agricultural	Winter	Fair	 in	
November,	showing	off	their	gaming	skills,	agility	as	riders,	and	
horsemanship	practiced	as	Pony	Club	members.
 
For	 more	 information	 on	 Pony	 Club,	 please	 visit	 www.
canadianponyclub.org.	❅

If You Like Eventing, You’ll Love Riding to Hounds
Submitted by the Toronto and North York Hunt

Want	 to	 leg	 up	 your	 horse	 before	 show	 season	without	 doing	
endless	trot	sets,	improve	your	horse’s	independence,	and	have	
fun	while	doing	so?	Try	riding	to	hounds.

Riding	to	hounds	with	your	Eventer	is	the	best	way	to	get	your	
horse	jumping	confidently	over	anything.	However,	there’s	always	
a	 group	 that	 doesn’t	 jump	 and	 goes	 around	 by	 opening	 gates.	
In	 the	hunt	field,	 you	and	your	horse	have	 to	 learn	 to	 think	 for	
yourselves,	balance	on	uneven	terrain,	be	quick	on	your	feet	and	
have	the	presence	of	mind	to	get	out	of	some	trappy	situations	
that	may	not	always	go	exactly	as	planned.

You	will	learn	the	ability	to	think	in	the	saddle	and	not	micromanage	
your	horse’s	every	stride.	In	the	hunt	field,	allow	your	horse	the	
freedom	to	decide	hoof	placement	and	gait,	while	you	decide	the	
direction	and	pace.

There’s	a	lot	going	on	in	the	hunt	field.	You	have	to	pay	attention	
to	what	the	Field	Master	is	doing,	what	the	horses	around	you	are	
doing,	and	where	the	hounds	are	at	any	given	moment.	Layered	
upon	that	is	the	varied	terrain,	ditches,	water	crossings,	livestock	
in	 adjacent	 fields,	 unexpected	wildlife	 encounters	with	 deer	 or	
wild	turkeys,	for	example,	and	the	elements	such	as	wind,	rain	
or	snow.

It’s	easy	to	fall	back	on	preconceived	notions	of	how	you	think	
your	horse	is	going	to	react	(or	has	reacted	in	the	past)	in	certain	
situations	–	they	don’t	 like	mud,	they	don’t	 like	ditches,	they’re	
afraid	of	cows.	Out	in	the	hunt	field,	you	and	your	horse	will	be	so	
focused	on	everything	else	going	on	that	you	may	find	your	horse	
is	more	concerned	about	keeping	pace	with	the	other	horses	in	
the	group	 than	 the	 fact	he’s	crossing	a	stream.	After	you	have	
ridden	to	hounds	with	a	group	of	other	horses,	you	will	both	be	
more	confident,	and	your	horse	might	just	surprise	you	with	how	
well	he	does,	given	the	opportunity.

Most	of	all,	riding	to	hounds	is	fun!	The	people	are	wonderful	and	
supportive,	 and	what	 could	 be	better	 than	hounds,	 horses	 and	
beautiful	countryside!

The	 Toronto	 &	 North	 York	 Hunt	 welcomes	 new	 members	
and	 guests!	 For	 more	 information,	 visit	 www.TNYH.Horse	 or	
follow	them	on	Facebook.	You	can	also	contact	Carolyn	Lane	at	
tnyhoffice@yahoo.ca	or	416-998-6078.	❅
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